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1   Description and Proposal
According to TS 38.300 it is allowed to do handovers even if support of slices differs between source and target NG-RAN nodes:

Both NG and Xn handovers are allowed regardless of the slice support of the target NG-RAN node i.e. even if the target NG-RAN node does not support the same slices as the source NG-RAN node
During Xn Setup procedure, the peer NG-RAN nodes exchange their supported slices. If none are in common, there is thus no justification to fail the Xn Setup and Xn might still be desired between the two nodes.

Over that setup Xn it is unlikely that Xn handovers will be triggered given that the source NG-RAN node would know in advance that all PDU sessions will be failed. However, Xn handovers are not precluded as per TS 38.300 sentence below:
Both NG and Xn handovers are allowed regardless of the slice support of the target NG-RAN node i.e. even if the target NG-RAN node does not support the same slices as the source NG-RAN node
Then a release 15 target NG-RAN node would need to send HANDOVER PREPARATION FAILURE with an appropriate cause value such as “slices not supported”.

Also, if slice remapping is introduced and supported in a later release x (x > release 15), a release x source NG-RAN node may attempt Xn handover. The target release 15 NG-RAN node needs a cause value to be able to send HANDOVER PREPARATION FAILURE for “slices not supported”.
Currently only the cause value “slice not supported “ exists, in singular form, for failing an individual PDU session. Rather than introducing a new cause value, we propose to extend the scope of the existing cause value “slice not supported” to cover other cases into “slice(s) not supported”.
Proposal: extend the scope of the cause value “slice not supported” to cover other failure scenarios with “slice(s) not supported”.

The CR is presented in tdoc [3].
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