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1   Description and Proposal
As discussed in [3] for emergency fallback, the NG-RAN node takes the final decision between handover and redirection and one of the criteria to take into account is the availability of the N26 interface to reach the suitable candidate target cell. 
There is another scenario of fallback which is the IMS voice fallback. In this case also, the NG-RAN node must fail the PDU session setup and decide between handover and redirection. Availability of N26 interface is also needed.

As discussed in [3], O&M configuration is sufficient to reflect support of N26 interface which is rather static and this was captured at previous RAN3 meeting in tdoc [4]. However, it will not prevent that temporary failures could occur either during:

· Congestion,

· Temporary node or interface availability.

In such circumstances there is no suitable cause values and it would be better to avoid pre-empting another cause value. It would deteriorate KPI and system understanding if “no resource in target cell” or similar cause values would be used by default. Therefore, at a minimum a new dedicated cause value should be introduced 

like “N26 interface not available”.

Still, given that the usage of cause values is not mandatory, introducing a new explicit information element would be even better than a new cause value.

If such signaling is not provided, it is unclear for the source NG-RAN node why the handover is rejected which leads to possible re-try of same handover instead of doing a redirection. This is very unfortunate for the case of emergency calls considered here, where waste of precious seconds cannot be afforded.

Proposal: agree the CR in [5] to add an explicit new information element for the AMF to indicate to the NG-RAN node that the handover failed due to N26 interface temporarily not available. 
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