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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 envisions to specify the following solution for RAN triggered PDU Session Split (see section 5.11 of TS 23.501) related to Dual Connectivity. 
When MN decides to split the PDU session the MN sends the SN Addition Request message. The SN buffers the first packets received from the UE until it receives an indication from MN that MN has delivered all UL packets from the source side to UPF).

Then SN starts delivering UL packets to UPF old UL TEID received during the SN Addition Request. Later on, when MN receives the new UL TEID in the PDU Session Modification Confirm message it provides it to SN in a subsequent SN Modification Request message but only if UL TEID has changed (optional). The SN then switches to use the new UL TEID to deliver UL packets.

As explained above, in this solution the same “old” UPF UL TEID receives UL packets successively from MN then SN before the “new” UPF UL TEID gets allocated. 
Before agreeing on the solution RAN3 would like to check with CT4 if there is no show-stopper with the above and especially what CT4 means exactly by “if this is supported by the receiving entity” in the following statement of TS 29.281: GTP-U protocol supports the possibility for one GTP-U tunnel endpoint to receive packets from multiple remote GTP-U endpoints if this is supported by the receiving entity
RAN3 understanding is that UPF should always be assumed to be a “supporting receiving entity” given that Xn handover requires the above function but RAN3 would however still appreciate if CT4 can confirm.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group:
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask CT4 to confirm RAN3 understanding of the above statement in TS 29.281.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:
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