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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has specified NG-RAN node IDs with flexible length: 

-
The gNB ID length may vary between 22 and 32 bits, which represent the MSBs of the served NR cells’ IDs. 

-
The eNB ID length may assume values of 18, 20 or 21 bits, representing the MSBs of the served E-UTRAN cells’s IDs.

Considering the flexibility of the gNB ID length, allowing 11 different variations, RAN3 is of the opinion that, this would deserve a specified solution for the following scenarios:

1.
EN-DC deployments: at automated establishment of an X2 interface instance, between an eNB and an en-gNB in case of EN-DC. This is typically the consequence after the serving eNB receives measurement reports from the UE indicating a newly detected NR cell.

2.
NG-RAN deployments, at automated establishment of an Xn interface instance, between NG-RAN nodes.
3.
Inter-system HO towards 5GS with a target NR cell 
4.
NG based intra-5GS HO towards a target NR cell.

The approach considered by RAN3 foresees the source node (scenarios 3,4) / the initiating node (scenarios 1,2) to indicate a target node ID derived from the target/detected cell with a hypothetical length corresponding to the maximal possible/deployed RAN node ID length, depending on the initiating/source node’s knowledge of the possible target node ID’s length variants. 
The MME (scenario 1) and the AMF (scenario 2-4) would need to compare the indicated hypothetical node ID with the RAN node IDs learned from S1/NG Setup signalling and in case of multiple possible entries, select the RAN node  ID with the longest ID. The fact that the actual RAN node length is unknown to the source node would be explicitly indicated to the target CN node.

Further details in the attached agreed CRs/draft CRs.

Whether specification work should be only done to handle flexible gNB ID lengths or also for flexible eNB ID lengths is still discussed at RAN3. 

2. Actions:

To SA2 and CT4 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks SA2 and CT4 to take the provided information into account and update specifications under their responsibility accordingly, if necessary.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #103
25th February – 1st March 2019, Athens, Greece

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #103bis
8th -12th April 2019, China
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