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<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< First Change >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

22.3.7
Handling of flexible eNB/gNB ID length
If more than one en-gNB ID length variant is deployed within the EPS the candidate en-gNB node ID length may be unknown to the initiating eNB, which may gain information about the en-gNB node ID length by the following means:

1.
The initiating eNB node provides to the MME the MSBs of the detected NR cell’s Cell ID in the eNB CONFIGURATION TRANSFER message, corresponding to a hypothetical en-gNB ID of a length corresponding to the maximum en-gNB ID deployed throughout the network. In addition, the initiating eNB node indicates that resolving the NG-RAN node ID’s length is necessary.

2.
The MME, which has information of all currently S1-MME connected eNBs and indirectly connected en-gNBs, deduces the en-gNB ID by selecting the longest matching en-gNB node ID and passes the en-gNB ID together with the MSBs of the detected cell’s Cell ID to the candidate en-gNB node. 
In case en-gNBs of different ID length share common MSBs within their IDs, the en-gNB node with the shorter ID shall not serve NR cells with Cell IDs matching the ID of the en-gNB with the longer ID.
3.
The initiating eNB receives within the MME CONFIGURATION TRANSFER message the candidate E-UTRAN node’s X2 TNL address together with the candidate en-gNB’s ID and the identifier with which the initiating E-UTRAN node triggered the X2 TNL address discovery process.
NOTE:
Steps 2 and 3 may require inter-MME communication, in which case the selected TAI of the reported cell provides information to route inter-E-UTRAN node communication between different MMEs, as specified in 23.401 [11].

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< End of Changes >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
