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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA2 for their LS in R3-186315/S2-1811574.

RAN3 assumes that SA2 does not plan to change the status quo on agreed 5GS node and area identifiers. As SA2 indicates, this approach has been indeed requested, reviewed and agreed unanimously by all affected TSGs and WGs. Changing this concept would de-stabilize Rel-15 finalisation.
RAN3 has discussed the possibility to keep the MME agnostic to 5GS target identifiers at inter-system mobility and RAN3 has found that such approach is possible without any protocol changes on S1-MME, NG-C and N26/S10. 
However, the cost of keeping the MME agnostic is to implement mapping schemata at E-UTRAN and 5GC to convert 5GS to EPS node/area identifiers. Further, certain network deployments may be quite soon faced with shortage of EPS identifiers, other network deployments would need to re-configure their 5GS identifiers at a later stage.

From an overall system complexity point of view, RAN3 does neither recommend implementing such approach nor to perform any specification work for this approach.
RAN3 would also urge SA2 and the other addressed groups to not change not change the current approach 
2. Actions:

To SA2, RAN2, CT1 and CT4 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks SA2, RAN2 and CT4 to take the above into account and abstain from changes to current 3GPP specifications.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #103
25th February – 1st March 2019, Athens, Greece

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #103bis
8th -12th April 2019, China
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