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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank SA2 for the reply LS on “Issues with AS Release Assistance Indicator”.

RAN3 has no further comments on the interaction with release procedure which is covered in the SA2 CR in S2-1811469. RAN3 understands that it is up to the MME to decide whether to trigger the release procedure, based on information available at the MME.
Regarding the interaction between the AS Release Assistance Indicator and the Suspend procedure used for User Plane CIOT EPS Optimisation, RAN3 thinks that [to be edited following discussion, below shows a couple of possible alternatives] 
(a) the MME may delay the execution of suspend procedures in the Core Network, pending data transactions with the UE. From a S1 perspective, other procedures (e.g. DL NAS Transport) may be triggered after a UE Context Suspend procedure has been initiated.
(b) [alternatively] in order to avoid inconsistent behaviours in eNB and MME, the MME can respond including a new IE to indicate that CN suspension procedures have not been performed. RAN3 has agreed to add this IE in the attached CR.
2. Actions:

To SA WG2:
ACTION: 
RAN3 requests SA WG2 to take this information into account.
3. Date of Next RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #103
25th Feb – 1st March 2019
Athens, Greece

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #103bis
8th – 12th April 2019

TBD, China
