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1
Introduction

This contribution follow-up the initial discussion of last meeting on how to manage the 5G Antenna Interface Function support [3] by a quick reminder of the current situation and a way forward proposal.
2
Discussion 

Last meeting RAN3 briefly discussed the Antenna Interface Function support in 5G and send a LS to RAN4 to ask to not proceed with CRs against TS 25.461 for new 5G Band introduction until RAN3 decides an appropriated solution [4].

From RAN3 discussion, we understand the following facts:
· There is no companies challenging the Antenna Interface Function support (even thought if this functions/features are RAN4 decision);

· There is a set of companies believes that the legacy process to provides CRs in RAN4 and in RAN3 for each new ban introduction is inefficient.
When we looking for Antenna Interface Function support in E-UTRAN specifications, unless we missed something, there is only a single sub-clause in TS 36.401, described as followed, but nothing in Stage 2 TS 36.300 and even no reference to the series 25.46x UTRAN Iuant interface:

11.2
Iuant interface - general principles

The Iuant interface for the control of RET antennas or TMAs is a logical part of the eNB.

We suggest then as way forward to proceed in same manner for 5G in order to support the 5G Antenna Interface Function i.e. for the antenna interface for the control of RET antennas or TMAs (or possibly advanced feature):

1) Capture the 5G Antenna Interface Function support in TS 38.401 as new function
In order to be efficient and avoid work redundancy between RAN3/AISG and RAN3/RAN4, we propose to:

2) Have pragmatic approach like in Layer 1 transport specification (e.g. TS xx.x.11) with future profess and reference to AISG
3) The TP in R3-185703 is proposed as example
3
Conclusion

In order to efficiently supports the 5G Antenna Interface Function we proposed to agree the following proposals:

1) Capture the 5G Antenna Interface Function support in TS 38.401 as new function 
2) Have pragmatic approach like in Layer 1 transport specification (e.g. TS xx.x.11) with future profess and reference to AISG

Open the tdoc R3-185703, present it, and “postponed” it to next meeting to allow companies further checking.
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