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1
Introduction

This is a response paper to R3-185504, a draft LS to RAN2 in R2-1813220/R3-185446 on RLC mode reconfiguration

As discussed in R3-186058, we do not share the commonly approach described in the incoming LS and would like to add some clarification to the response. See below our proposal with change bars highlighting the proposal.
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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank RAN2 for the LS on RLC mode reconfiguration. RAN3 has discussed the impact of RAN2 agreements 

RLC mode reconfiguration can only be supported by DRB release/addition (including RLC bearer release) or full configuration

for specifications under RAN responsibility and identified that at DRB modification the RLC mode would need be added in case of full configuration.



With regards to the RAN2 suggestion

This also means that, in a change of the PDCP termination point (e.g. a bearer type change from an MN terminated bearer to an SN terminated bearer), the RLC mode originally determined by the old hosting node needs to be known at the new one, to avoid the risk that a different RLC mode is selected and that the DRB must be released.
RAN3 is of the opinion that scenarios where the PDCP termination point is changed do not require any RLC mode indication, as those scenarios would require the (complete) release of resources associated with the old DRB configuration and setup of new resources associated with the new DRB configuration. DRB release, as indicated in the RAN2 agreement is obviously unavoidable and the risk mentioned is a direct consequence of the agreement.
RAN3 has introduced the RLC Mode information in the procedures relevant for the listed scenarios.

2. Actions:

To RAN WG2:
RAN3 asks RAN2 to take the above into account.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:


TSG-RAN3 Meeting #102


12 – 16 Nov. 2018


Spokane, USA

TSG-RAN3 Meeting #103


25 Feb. – 1 Mar. 2019

Athens, Greece
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