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Introduction

There are still some ambiguities remaining in the gNB-CU-UP initiated Bearer Context Release Request message. In this contribution, we would like to further clarify the remaining issue. And the corresponding TPs are also provided.

Discussion
For the gNB-CU-UP initiated Bearer Context Release Request in TS38.463, gNB-CU-CP may trigger the BEARER CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message toward the gNB-CU-UP including the Data Forwarding Information Request IE within the DRBs To Modify List IE. However, in our understanding, such description does not mentioned the reason that including the Data Forwarding Information Request IE toward the gnB-CU-UP, which seems incomplete.
Additionally, the BEARER CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST could also be applied for multipurpose use, e.g. to remove DRBs. In order to cover this function, we would like to update the description on the gNB-CU-UP initiated Bearer Context Release Request message. The corresponding TP is as follows: 

8.3.5
Bearer Context Release Request (gNB-CU-UP initiated) 

8.3.5.1
General

The purpose of the Bearer Context Release Request procedure is to allow the gNB-CU-UP to request the gNB-CU-CP to release an UE-associated logical E1 connection. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.

8.3.5.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.5.2-1: Bearer Context Release Requset procedure: Successful Operation.

The gNB-CU-UP initiates the procedure by sending the BEARER CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST message to the gNB-CU-CP. 

If the DRB Status List IE is included in the BEARER CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST message, the gNB-CU-CP shall act as specified in TS 38.401 [2].
Interactions with Bearer Context Release procedure:
The Bearer Context Release (gNB-CU-CP initiated) procedure may be initiated upon reception of a BEARER CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST message. 

Interaction with Bearer Context Modification (gNB-CU-CP initiated) procedure:

If gNB-CU-CP decides to modify the bearer type and/or release part of the DRBs, the gNB-CU-UP may receive the BEARER CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message including the Data Forwarding Information Request IE within the DRBs To Modify List IE and/or the DRB ID IE within the DRB to Remove List IE.

8.3.5.3
Abnormal Conditions

Not applicable.
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