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1. Introduction

In RAN3 AH-1807, RAN3 agreed to add some field description to the IE “RRC-Container”. However, we observed the revision is not fully correct.
2. Discussion
In gNB-CU/DU split scenario, it is agreed that the PDCP layer is located in the gNB-CU. For an DL RRC message transferring on DL-DCCH, the DL-DCCH-message is firstly transferred towards the PDCP entity within the same gNB-CU, encrypted and integrity protected by this PDCP entity, and then transferred over the F1-C encapsulated in a PDCP layer. The UL RRC message is similar.
Therefore, the “RRC-Container” IE in F1AP should be described as “RRC message encapsulated in a PDCP PDU”, which distinguishes it from other naked RRC messages or IEs such as “SIB1”.
Similar description is already adopted for split SRBs in X2AP:
	9.1.4.21
RRC TRANSFER

This message is sent by the MeNB to the en-gNB or by the en-gNB to the MeNB to transfer an RRC message. 

Direction: MeNB ( en-gNB or en-gNB ( MeNB.

IE/Group Name

Presence

Range

IE type and reference

Semantics description

Criticality
Assigned Criticality
Message Type

M

9.2.13

YES

reject

MeNB UE X2AP ID

M

eNB UE X2AP ID

9.2.24
Allocated at the MeNB.

YES

reject

SgNB UE X2AP ID

M

en-gNB UE X2AP ID

9.2.100
Allocated at the en-gNB.
YES

reject

split SRB
0..1

> RRC Container

O

OCTET STRING

RRC message encapsulated in a PDCP-C PDU and ciphered with the key of the MeNB

YES

reject


> SRB Type

M

ENUMERATED (srb1, srb2, ...)

The SRB type

YES

reject


> Delivery status

O

9.2.104

DL RRC delivery status of split SRB

YES

reject

NR UE Measurement Report
0..1

> RRC Container
M

OCTET STRING

Includes the UL-DCCH-Message as defined in subclause 6.2.1 of TS 38.331 [31] containing the MeasurementReport message.

YES

reject

MeNB UE X2AP ID Extension

O

Extended eNB UE X2AP ID

9.2.86
Allocated at the MeNB.
YES

reject




Proposal 1: Some RRC-Container IEs in F1AP should be defined as each an RRC message encapsulated in a PDCP PDU.

A word is slightly misleading in X2AP description. In TS 38.323, PDCP Control PDUs refer to the PDCP PDU that containing e.g. PDCP status reports. On the contrary, the PDCP PDUs containing control plane data are defined as PDCP Data PDUs. Since the term “PDCP-C PDU” is likely to be understood as “PDCP Control PDU”, we suggest describing this type of “RRC Container” as “PDCP PDU” for simple.

Proposal 2: In RAN3 specifications, if a PDCP PDU contains an RRC message, it should be referred as a “PDCP PDU” rather than a “PDCP-C PDU”.

In addition, we observed that the use of UL/DL-CCCH-message is limited. In the current version of TS 38.331, only 4 types of RRC message shall be carried in UL-CCCH-message [1]:
RRCSetupRequest. RRCSetupRequest messages are sent by idle UEs, and are transferred within “Initial UL RRC Message Transfer” messages over F1AP.

RRCResumeRequest. RRCResumeRequest messages are sent by inactive UEs. For inactive UEs, the F1AP and the UE Context within gNB-DUs are both released. Therefore, RRCResumeRequest messages are transferred within “Initial UL RRC Message Transfer” messages over F1AP
RRCReestablishmentRequest. RRCReestablishmentRequest messages are sent by connected UEs. However, RAN3 has already agreed that “Initial UL RRC Message Transfer” messages are used for any case [2].
RRCSystemInfoRequest. In the current version of TS 38.331, RRCSystemInfoRequest messages are all sent by idle or inactive UEs, making them similar with RRCSetupRequest or RRCResumeRequest.
Therefore, UL-CCCH-message shall always be carried by “Initial UL RRC Message Transfer”. Other F1AP messages shall not carry UL-CCCH-message.
In the current version of TS 38.331, only 2 types of RRC message shall be carried in DL-CCCH-message [1]:
RRCSetup. RRCSetup messages are sent toward idle UEs and the UEs which are treated as if idle by the network (i.e. for fallback cases). They can only be carried by “DL RRC Message Transfer” messages over F1AP.
RRCReject. RRCReject messages are normally carried by “DL RRC Message Transfer” messages over F1AP. However, they can also be carried by “UE Context Release Command” messages for the case of rejecting a re-establishing UE by the original gNB.
Therefore, DL-CCCH-message shall be carried by either the “DL RRC Message Transfer” message or the “UE Context Release Command” message. Other F1AP messages shall not carry DL-CCCH-message.
Proposal 3: Remove the phrase “DL-CCCH-message” or “UL-CCCH-message” in the field description of some RRC-Container in F1AP.

Proposal 4: Adopt the TP provided in this TDoc.

3. Conclusion

Proposal 1: New IEs of “SIAID”, “Value Tag” and “Area Scope” shall be added into the “gNB-CU System Information” IE.

4. Reference

[1] R2-1809239, Introduction of SA
[2] R3-175036, Stage 3 TP for TS38.473 for reestablishment procedure, Samsung
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9.2.2.1
UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST

This message is sent by the gNB-CU to request the setup of a UE context.
Direction: gNB-CU ( gNB-DU. 
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-CU UE F1AP ID
	M 
	
	9.3.1.4
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-DU UE F1AP ID 
	O
	
	9.3.1.5
	
	YES
	ignore

	SpCell ID
	M
	
	NR CGI

9.3.1.12
	Special Cell as defined in TS 38.321 [16]. For handover case, this IE shall be considered as target cell.
	YES
	reject

	ServCellIndex
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..31)
	
	
	

	SpCell UL Configured
	O
	
	Cell UL Configured

9.3.1.33
	
	YES
	ignore

	Candidate SpCell List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>Candidate SpCell Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofCandidateSpCells>
	
	
	
	

	>>Candidate SpCell ID
	M
	
	NR CGI

9.3.1.12
	Special Cell as defined in TS 38.321 [16]
	
	

	CU to DU RRC Information
	M
	
	9.3.1.25
	
	YES
	reject

	DRX Cycle 
	O
	
	DRX Cycle 

9.3.1.24
	
	YES
	ignore

	Resource Coordination Transfer Container
	O
	
	OCTET STRING
	Includes the MeNB Resource Coordination Information IE as defined in subclause 9.2.116 of TS 36.423 [9].
	YES
	ignore

	SCell To Be Setup List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>SCell to Be Setup Item IEs
	
	1.. <maxnoofSCells>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>SCell ID
	M
	
	NR CGI

9.3.1.12
	SCell Identifier in gNB
	-
	-

	>>SCellIndex
	M
	
	INTEGER (1..31)
	
	
	

	>>SCell UL Configured
	O
	
	Cell UL Configured

9.3.1.33
	
	
	

	SRB to Be Setup List
	
	0..1
	
	
	
	

	>SRB to Be Setup Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofSRBs>
	
	
	
	

	>>SRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.7
	
	
	

	>>Duplication Indication
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (true, …)
	
	YES
	ignore

	DRB to Be Setup List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>DRB to Be Setup Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofDRBs> 
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>DRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.8
	
	-
	

	>>CHOICE QoS Information
	M
	
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>>>E-UTRAN QoS
	M
	
	9.3.1.19
	Shall be used for EN-DC case to convey E-RAB Level QoS Parameters
	
	

	>>>DRB Information
	
	1
	
	Shall be used for NG-RAN cases
	
	

	>>>>DRB QoS
	M
	
	9.3.1.45
	
	
	

	>>>>S-NSSAI
	M
	
	9.3.1.38
	
	
	

	>>>>Notification Control
	O
	
	9.3.1.56
	
	-
	-

	>>>>Flows Mapped to DRB Item
	
	1 .. <maxnoofQoSFlows>
	
	
	
	

	>>>>>QoS Flow Indicator
	M
	
	9.3.1.63
	
	
	

	>>>>>QoS Flow Level QoS Parameters
	M
	
	9.3.1.45
	
	
	

	>>UL UP TNL Information to be setup List
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	>>> UL UP TNL Information to Be Setup Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofULUPTNLInformation>
	
	
	
	

	>>>>UL UP TNL Information
	M
	
	UP Transport Layer Information

9.3.2.1
	gNB-CU endpoint of the F1 transport bearer. For delivery of UL PDUs.
	-
	-

	>> RLC Mode
	M
	
	9.3.1.27
	
	-
	

	>> UL Configuration
	O
	
	UL Configuraiton  

9.3.1.31
	Information about UL usage in gNB-DU. 
	
	

	>>Duplication Activation
	O
	
	9.3.1.36
	Information on the initial state of UL PDCP duplication 
	
	

	Inactivity Monitoring Request 
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (true, …)
	
	YES
	reject

	RAT-Frequency Priority Information
	O
	
	9.3.1.34
	
	YES
	reject

	RRC-Container
	O
	
	9.3.1.6
	Includes the DL-DCCH-Message IE as defined in subclause 6.2 of TS 38.331 [8], encapsulated in a PDCP PDU.
	YES
	ignore

	Masked IMEISV
	O
	
	9.3.1.55
	
	YES
	ignore

	Serving PLMN
	O
	
	PLMN ID

9.3.1.14
	Indicates the PLMN serving the UE.
	YES
	ignore


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofSCells
	Maximum no. of SCells allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 32.

	maxnoofSRBs
	Maximum no. of SRB allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 8. 

	maxnoofDRBs
	Maximum no. of DRB allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 64. 

	maxnoofULUPTNLInformation
	Maximum no. of ULUP TNL Information allowed towards one DRB, the maximum value is 2.

	maxnoofCandidateSpCells
	Maximum no. of SpCells allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 64.

	maxnoofQoSFlows
	Maximum no. of flows allowed to be mapped to one DRB, the maximum value is 64.
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9.2.2.5
UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND

This message is sent by the gNB-CU to request the gNB-DU to release the UE-associated logical F1 connection.
Direction: gNB-CU ( gNB-DU

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-CU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.4
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-DU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.5
	
	YES
	reject

	Cause
	M
	
	9.3.1.2
	
	YES
	ignore

	RRC-Container
	O
	
	9.3.1.6
	Includes the DL-DCCH-Message IE as defined in subclause 6.2 of TS 38.331 encapsulated in a PDCP PDU, or the DL-CCCH-Message IE as defined in subclause 6.2 of TS 38.331 [8].
	YES
	Ignore

	SRB ID
	O
	
	9.3.1.7
	It shall be included if the RRC-Container IE is present. The gNB-DU shall send the RRC message on the indicated SRB.
	YES
	ignore

	old gNB-DU UE F1AP ID
	O
	
	9.3.1.5
	Include it if RRCReestablishmentRequest is not accepted
	YES
	ignore
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9.2.2.7
UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST

This message is sent by the gNB-CU to provide UE Context information changes to the gNB-DU.
Direction: gNB-CU ( gNB-DU

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-CU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.4
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-DU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.5
	
	YES
	reject

	SpCell ID
	O
	
	NR CGI

9.3.1.12
	Special Cell as defined in TS 38.321 [16]. For handover case, this IE shall be considered as target cell.
	YES
	Ignore

	ServCellIndex
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..31)
	
	
	

	SpCell UL Configured
	O
	
	Cell UL Configured

9.3.1.33
	
	YES
	ignore

	DRX Cycle 
	O
	
	DRX Cycle 

9.3.1.24
	
	YES
	ignore

	CU to DU RRC Information


	O


	
	9.3.1.25
	
	YES
	reject

	Transmission Stop Indicator
	O
	
	9.3.1.11
	
	YES
	ignore

	Resource Coordination Transfer Container
	O
	
	OCTET STRING
	Includes the MeNB Resource Coordination Information IE as defined in subclause 9.2.116 of TS 36.423 [9].
	YES
	ignore

	RRC Reconfiguration Complete Indicator
	O
	
	9.3.1.30
	
	YES
	ignore

	RRC-Container
	O
	
	9.3.1.6
	Includes the RRCConnectionReconfiguration message as defined in TS 38.331 [8], encapsulated in a PDCP PDU.
	YES
	ignore

	SCell To Be Setup List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>SCell to Be Setup Item IEs
	
	1.. <maxnoofSCells>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>SCell ID
	M
	
	NR CGI

9.3.1.12
	SCell Identifier in gNB
	-
	-

	>>SCellIndex
	M
	
	INTEGER (1..31)
	
	
	

	>>SCell UL Configured
	O
	
	Cell UL Configured

9.3.1.33
	
	
	

	SCell To Be Removed List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>SCell to Be Removed Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofSCells>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>SCell ID
	M
	
	NR CGI

9.3.1.12
	SCell Identifier in gNB
	-
	-

	SRB to Be Setup List
	
	0..1
	
	
	
	

	>SRB to Be Setup Item IEs
	
	1..<maxnoofSRBs>
	
	
	
	

	>>SRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.7
	
	
	

	>>Duplication Indication
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (true, …)
	
	YES
	ignore

	DRB to Be Setup List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>DRB to Be Setup Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofDRBs>
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>DRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.8
	
	-
	

	>>CHOICE QoS Information
	M
	
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>>>E-UTRAN QoS
	M
	
	9.3.1.19
	Shall be used for EN-DC case to convey E-RAB Level QoS Parameters
	
	

	>>>DRB Information
	
	1
	
	Shall be used for NG-RAN cases
	
	

	>>>>DRB QoS
	M
	
	9.3.1.45
	
	
	

	>>>>S-NSSAI
	M
	
	9.3.1.38
	
	
	

	>>>>Notification Control
	O
	
	9.3.1.56
	
	-
	-

	>>>>Flows Mapped to DRB Item
	
	1 .. <maxnoofQoSFlows>
	
	
	
	

	>>>>>QoS Flow Indicator
	M
	
	9.3.1.63
	
	
	

	>>>>>QoS Flow Level QoS Parameters
	M
	
	9.3.1.45
	
	
	

	>>UL UP TNL Information to be setup List 
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	>>>UL UP TNL Information to Be Setup Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofULUPTNLInformation>
	
	
	
	

	>>>>UL UP TNL Information
	M
	
	UP Transport Layer Information

9.3.2.1
	gNB-CU endpoint of the F1 transport bearer. For delivery of UL PDUs.
	-
	-

	>> RLC Mode
	M
	
	9.3.1.27
	
	-
	

	>>UL Configuration
	O
	
	UL Configuration 

9.3.1.31
	Information about UL usage in gNB-DU. 
	
	

	>>Duplication Activation
	O
	
	9.3.1.36
	Information on the initial state of UL PDCP duplication
	
	

	DRB to Be Modified List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>DRB to Be Modified Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofDRBs>
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>DRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.8
	
	-
	

	>>CHOICE QoS Information
	M
	
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>>>E-UTRAN QoS
	M
	
	9.3.1.19
	Shall be used for EN-DC case to convey E-RAB Level QoS Parameters
	
	

	>>>DRB Information
	
	1
	
	Shall be used for NG-RAN cases
	
	

	>>>>DRB QoS
	M
	
	9.3.1.45
	
	
	

	>>>>S-NSSAI
	M
	
	9.3.1.38
	
	
	

	>>>>Notification Control
	O
	
	9.3.1.56
	
	-
	-

	>>>>Flows Mapped to DRB Item
	
	1 .. <maxnoofQoSFlows>
	
	
	
	

	>>>>>QoS Flow Indicator
	M
	
	9.3.1.63
	
	
	

	>>>>>QoS Flow Level QoS Parameters
	M
	
	9.3.1.45
	
	
	

	>> UL UP TNL Information to be setup List 
	
	0..1
	
	
	
	

	>>> UL UP TNL Information to Be Setup Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofULUPTNLInformation>
	
	
	
	

	>>>>UL UP TNL Information
	M
	
	UP Transport Layer Information

9.3.2.1
	gNB-CU endpoint of the F1 transport bearer. For delivery of UL PDUs.
	-
	-

	>>UL Configuration
	O
	
	UL Configuration 

9.3.1.31
	Information about UL usage in gNB-DU. 
	
	

	SRB TO Be Released List
	
	0..1
	
	
	
	

	>SRB To Be Released Item IEs
	
	1.. <maxnoofSRBs>
	
	
	
	

	>>SRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.7
	
	
	

	DRB to Be Released List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>DRB to Be Released Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofDRBs>
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>DRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.8
	
	-
	

	Inactivity Monitoring Request
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (true, …)
	
	YES
	reject

	RAT-Frequency Priority Information
	O
	
	9.3.1.34
	
	YES
	reject

	DRX configuration indicator
	O
	
	ENUMERATED(release,…)
	
	YES
	ignore


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofSCells
	Maximum no. of SCells allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 32.

	maxnoofSRBs
	Maximum no. of SRB allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 8. 

	maxnoofDRBs
	Maximum no. of DRB allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 64. 

	maxnoofULUPTNLInformation
	Maximum no. of UL UP TNL Information allowed towards one DRB, the maximum value is 2.
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9.2.2.11
UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION CONFIRM

This message is sent by the gNB-CU to inform the gNB-DU the successful modification.

Direction: gNB-CU ( gNB-DU.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-CU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.4
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-DU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.5
	
	YES
	reject

	Resource Coordination Transfer Container
	O
	
	OCTET STRING
	Includes the MeNB Resource Coordination Information IE as defined in subclause 9.2.116 of TS 36.423 [9].
	YES
	ignore

	DRB Modified List
	
	0..1
	
	The List of DRBs which are successfully modified.
	YES
	ignore

	>DRB Modified Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofDRBs>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>DRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.8
	
	-
	

	>>UL UP TNL Information to be setup List
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	>>>UL UP TNL Information to Be Setup Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofULUPTNLInformation>
	
	
	
	

	>>>>UL UP TNL Information
	M
	
	UP Transport Layer Information

9.3.2.1
	gNB-DU endpoint of the F1 transport bearer. For delivery of UL PDUs.
	
	

	RRC-Container
	O
	
	9.3.1.6
	Includes the RRCConnectionReconfiguration message as defined in TS 38.331 [8], encapsulated in a PDCP PDU.
	YES
	ignore

	Criticality Diagnostics
	O
	
	9.3.1.3
	
	YES
	ignore


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofDRBs
	Maximum no. of DRB allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 64. 

	maxnoofULUPTNLInformation
	Maximum no. of UL UP TNL Information allowed towards one DRB, the maximum value is 2.


///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////skip unchanged//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

9.2.3.2
DL RRC MESSAGE TRANSFER

This message is sent by the gNB-CU to transfer the layer 3 message to the gNB-DU over the F1 interface.

Direction: gNB-CU (gNB-DU
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	ignore

	gNB-CU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.4
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-DU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.5
	
	YES
	reject

	old gNB-DU UE F1AP ID
	O
	
	9.3.1.5
	Include it if RRCConnectionReestablishment is included in RRC-Container
	YES
	reject

	SRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.7
	
	YES
	reject

	Execute Duplication 
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (true, …)
	
	YES
	ignore

	RRC-Container
	M
	
	9.3.1.6
	Includes the DL-DCCH-Message IE as defined in subclause 6.2 of TS 38.331 encapsulated in a PDCP PDU, or the DL-CCCH-Message IE as defined in subclause 6.2 of TS 38.331 [8].
	YES
	reject

	RAT-Frequency Priority Information
	O
	
	9.3.1.34
	
	YES
	reject


9.2.3.3
UL RRC MESSAGE TRANSFER

This message is sent by the gNB-DU to transfer the layer 3 message to the gNB-CU over the F1 interface.

Direction: gNB-DU (gNB-CU
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	ignore

	gNB-CU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.4
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-DU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.5
	
	YES
	reject

	SRB ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.7
	
	YES
	reject

	RRC-Container
	M
	
	9.3.1.6
	Includes the UL-DCCH-Message IE as defined in subclause 6.2 of TS 38.331 [8], encapsulated in a PDCP PDU.
	YES
	reject
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