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Introducing ESOA
The EMEA Satellite Operators Association (ESOA) has been the voice of Europe’s satellite operators since March 2002 and in 2015, it expanded to cover operators in the EMEA region. ESOA is the world’s only CEO-driven satellite association and leads a coordinated and impactful response to the global challenges and opportunities the commercial satellite communications sector faces. Today, the Association represents all satellite operators from the EMEA region and other companies that engage in satellite-related activities. It offers a unified voice for the world's largest satellite operators and important regional operators towards all international, regional and national organisations and regulators.
Through a minimal infrastructure providing ubiquitous coverage, satellites allow communications across national boundaries, without discriminating on the basis of economic differences between nations. 
Overall, satellite operators and their services represent two thirds of the entire space economy which is valued at 250 billion dollars in revenue. The satellite sector creates more than 900 000 direct jobs worldwide[footnoteRef:1]; it enables independent launch and defence capabilities and puts all world regions at the edge of innovative technology. Satellites are vital in cost-effectively bridging the Digital Divide for the ultimate benefit of people everywhere. [1:  https://esoa.net/about/mission.asp] 

The full and associated members of ESOA are: Airbus CIS, Airbus Space, Amos-Spacecom, Arianespace, Arabsat, Avanti, Azercosmos, EchoStar Mobile, Es'hailSat, HellasSat, Hispasat, Inmarsat, Intelsat, ManSat, Marsh, Munich Re, Newtec, Nigcomsat, Nilesat, OneWeb, RascomStar, SES, Taqnia Space, Telenor Satellite, Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space, Thuraya, Turksat, Yahsat.
See https://www.esoa.net/about/mission.asp

ESOA & 5G
The Information, Communication and Technology industry is moving to a very exciting time with the development of 5G system which refers to the concept of a unified network infrastructure incorporating all access technologies (wireless, wire-line and broadcast) to support the challenging service requirements of users and provide users with the best possible experience. 
This heterogeneous network will benefit from the integration of satellite communication solutions to provide service ubiquity, continuity, and scalability to 5G users.
ESOA Satellite Action Plan for 5G Standards
ESOA has defined an initial action plan which is attached. This work plan clearly highlights the benefits for the satcom community to integrate the 3GPP eco-system and the need for satellite systems to be supported in the 5G standards (see attached).
ESOA and 3GPP
ESOA welcomes the decision by TSG RAN #80 & TSG SA#80 to study solutions for the integration of satellite systems into 5G System architecture and at radio access network level. 
ESOA and its Members are committed in particular to follow and to participate to the work of:
· WG RAN 1, WG RAN 2, WG RAN 3
· WG SA1, WG SA2
A number of ESOA members are already members of 3GPP: Airbus D&S, Avanti, HNS (EchoStar Mobile), Inmarsat, Intelsat, SES, Telenor, Leonardo (Telespazio), Thales (Thales Alenia Space).
Members of ESOA are also significantly involved in the work of the Standardisation Special Interest Group (SSIG) together with more than 30 stakeholders (of which more than 20 participants are also members of 3GPP) of the satcom industry. SSIG aims at coordinating standardisation contributions to 3GPP between satellite stakeholders having interest in the integration of satellite in 5G. This group is supported by a European Space Agency funded project (see https://artes.esa.int/projects/alix) led by Thales Alenia Space. 
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