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Introduction

In this contribution, we would like to point out some inconsistencies descriptions on the Xn/X2 signalling services and the E1/F1 signalling services, and give our corresponding proposals.

Discussion
For the control plane services provided by E1/F1 interface, the E1AP/F1AP services are divided into two groups as Non UE-associated services and UE-associated services. For example, the normative text of F1AP services in TS38.473 is as follows:

	5
F1AP services

F1AP provides the signalling service between gNB-DU and the gNB-CU that is required to fulfil the F1AP functions described in clause 7. F1AP services are divided into two groups:

Non UE-associated services:
They are related to the whole F1 interface instance between the gNB-DU and gNB-CU utilising a non UE-associated signalling connection.

UE-associated services:
They are related to one UE. F1AP functions that provide these services are associated with a UE-associated signalling connection that is maintained for the UE in question.

Unless explicitly indicated in the procedure specification, at any instance in time one protocol endpoint shall have a maximum of one ongoing F1AP procedure related to a certain UE.


For XnAP/X2AP services, the current description is  “Mobility Procedures and Global Procedures” rather than “none UE-associated procedures/UE-associated procedures” used for F1/E1 interface. For example, the normative text of XnAP services in TS38.423 is as follows:
	5
XnAP services

The present clause describes the services an NG-RAN node offers to its neighbours.

5.1
XnAP procedure modules

The Xn interface XnAP procedures are divided into two modules as follows:

1.
XnAP Basic Mobility Procedures;

2.
XnAP Global Procedures;

The XnAP Basic Mobility Procedures module contains procedures used to handle the UE mobility within E-UTRAN.

The Global Procedures module contains procedures that are not related to a specific UE. The procedures in this module are in contrast to the above module involving two peer NG-RAN nodes.

5.2
Parallel transactions

Unless explicitly indicated in the procedure specification, at any instance in time one protocol peer shall have a maximum of one ongoing XnAP procedure related to a certain UE.


During the system evolution, more and more Xn/X2  signalling services are introduced, which are  not limited to mobility function any more. For example, the dual connectivity related procedures, the EN-DC related procedures Therefore,  it would be worth considering updates on X2/XnAP services classification to maintain consistency with the description  as “none UE-associated procedure” and “UE-associated procedure”.

Proposal 1:  RAN3 is kindly asked to approve the corresponding updates on X2AP/XnAP services classification provided in [1][2] for TS36.423 and TS38.423.
Conclusion
The following  proposal is provided:

Proposal 1:  RAN3 is kindly asked to approve the corresponding updates on X2AP/XnAP services classification provided in [1][2] for TS36.423 and TS38.423.
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