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1 Introduction

In RAN3#99bis, the assistant information from DU side was discussed and some assistant information was agreed to be provided to CU via DU. However, the PDCP duplication indication is FFS. In this contribution, we will further address the assistant information. 

2 Discussion 
2.1 Technical judgment on the assistant information

The assistant information includes: 1) Average CQI; 2) Average HARQ failure; 3) Average HARQ Retransmissions; 4) Radio link Quality Index; 
· Average CQI

Referring to LTE system, CQI is an index representing modulation and code rate. For example, in TS36.213, the 4-bit CQI Table is shown as follows:

 Table 7.2.3-1: 4-bit CQI Table

	CQI index
	modulation
	code rate x 1024
	efficiency

	0
	out of range

	1
	QPSK
	78
	0.1523

	2
	QPSK
	120
	0.2344

	3
	QPSK
	193
	0.3770

	4
	QPSK
	308
	0.6016

	5
	QPSK
	449
	0.8770

	6
	QPSK
	602
	1.1758

	7
	16QAM
	378
	1.4766

	8
	16QAM
	490
	1.9141

	9
	16QAM
	616
	2.4063

	10
	64QAM
	466
	2.7305

	11
	64QAM
	567
	3.3223

	12
	64QAM
	666
	3.9023

	13
	64QAM
	772
	4.5234

	14
	64QAM
	873
	5.1152

	15
	64QAM
	948
	5.5547


So, the Average CQI indicates the average of CQI index (i.e., 1, 2, …, 15) on the table. Obviously, such average does not make technical sense. For example, if the Average CQI is average of (3, 5, 8), i.e., 5.33333, what does it mean? If we define Average CQI as an integer value, it can make technical sense. However, it may not reflect the channel variation clearly. For example, we have Average CQI 1= 5 (e.g., average of (5, 5, 5)) and Average CQI 2 =5 (e.g., Average of (1,13,1)). Although the average value is the same, the channel status in second case has more variation, which may need activate PDCP duplication. 

Observation 1: Average CQI is not a technically correct parameter.   
· Average HARQ failure and Average HARQ retransmission

The two parameters can be derived by DU via observation on HARQ scheme in a configured period. Technically, both parameters can reflect the channel status in some extent. Such parameters are UE-specific rather than bearer-specific since HARQ is performed in MAC layer, and each packet in a HARQ process may include the data from different bearers. However, when such assistant information is received by CU (or CU-UP), it can be used for a single data bearer  
Observation 2: Average HARQ failure and Average HARQ retransmission are technically feasible parameters. 

· Radio Link Quality Index
This parameter can reflect the channel status in some extent. Moreover, it can be defined as bearer-specific. For the same UE, although the channel status is the same, considering the different QoS requirements of different DRBs, the Radio Link Quality Index may be different. Such parameter has similarity as radio link outage. Thus, the setting of the Radio Link Quality Index can be DU implementation issue. 
Observation 3: Radio Link Quality Index is a technical feasible parameter with respect to a specific DRB. The setting of such parameter can be DU implementation issue.  
With the above observations, we propose that
Proposal 1: Among existing assistant information, Average CQI can be removed. 

2.2 Necessity of PDCP duplication indication
In the endorsed BL CR, the invoking of the assistant information is described as “The Transfer of Assistance Information procedure is invoked whenever user data for that particular data bearer needs to be sent to the corresponding node.” This will result in that each UL data packet should include such assistant information, which is not efficient and will increase the burden of F1-U. Moreover, if the channel status is good enough, it is unnecessary to send the assistant information to the CU. 
Observation 4: the assistant information is not always needed at CU side.

Thus, the better way is to define some specific triggering conditions. The discussion of the assistant information is triggered by the PDCP duplication activation/deactivation. The assistant information can be used by CU to make decision on the DL PDCP duplication activation and deactivation. Thus, we can consider DL PDCP duplication activation/deactivation as the trigger condition.
Observation 5: DL PDCP duplication activation/deactivation can be considered as triggering condition of the assistant information. 

To define such trigger condition, we can have the following method:

Alt 1: specify the specific trigger condition of the assistant information, e.g., DL PDCP duplication activation/deactivation; 

Alt 2: use specific triggering indication along with the assistant information 
Comparing these two alternatives, Alt 2 is more future-proof. The reason is that the assistant information is not just used for DL PDCP duplication activation/deactivation, and it can be used for other purpose. 
Observation 6: PDCP duplication indication can be considered as an explicit indication representing the trigger of the assistant information. 
On the other hand, with PDCP duplication indication, the DU can reduce the transmission of assistant information. For example, in the initial stage, DU always sends assistant information with the PDCP duplication indication. After some period, if the DU notices that CU always (or in most cases) makes the same PDCP duplication act./deact. decision as PDCP duplication indication, DU can choose to send PDCP duplication indication only (without assistant information). 
Observation 7: with PDCP duplication indication, the DU can reduce the transmission of assistant information.
With the above observations, we propose that

Proposal 2: PDCP duplication indication should be defined as one possible indication of triggering assistant information transmission, and sent with the assistant information.  
3 Conclusions
In this contribution, we discussed the assistant information from DU, and propose that

Proposal 1: Among existing assistant information, Average CQI can be removed.
Proposal 2: PDCP duplication indication should be defined as one possible indication of triggering assistant information transmission, and sent with the assistant information.
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5.1
General

The NR user plane protocol layer is using services of the transport network layer in order to allow flow control of user data packets transferred from the node hosting NR PDCP to the corresponding node.

5.2
NR user plane protocol layer services

The following functions are provided by the NR user plane protocol:

-
Provision of NR user plane specific sequence number information for user data transferred from the node hosting NR PDCP to the corresponding node for a specific data bearer.
-
Information of successful in sequence delivery of NR PDCP PDUs to the UE from the corresponding node for user data associated with a specific data bearer.
-
Information of NR PDCP PDUs that were not delivered to the UE or the lower layers.
-
Information of NR PDCP PDUs transmitted to the lower layers for user data associated with a specific data bearer.
-
Information of downlink NR PDCP PDUs to be discarded for user data associated with a specific data bearer configured with downlink NR PDCP duplication; Information of the currently desired buffer size at the corresponding node for transmitting to the UE user data associated with a specific data bearer.
-
Information of the currently minimum desired buffer size at the corresponding node for transmitting to the UE user data associated with all data bearers configured for the UE at the corresponding node.
-
Information on Radio Link Quality from the corresponding node for user data associated with a specific data bearer.
5.3
Services expected from the Transport Network Layer

The NR user plane protocol layer expects the following services from the Transport Network Layer:

-
Transfer of user data.

5.4
Elementary procedures

5.4.1
Transfer of Downlink User Data

5.4.1.1
Successful operation

The purpose of the Transfer of Downlink User Data procedure is to provide NR-U specific sequence number information at the transfer of user data carrying a DL NR PDCP PDU from the node hosting the NR PDCP entity to the corresponding node.

An NR user plane instance making use of the Transfer of Downlink User Data procedure is associated to a single data bearer only. The Transfer of Downlink User Data procedure is invoked whenever user data for that particular data bearer needs to be sent to the corresponding node.

The node hosting the NR PDCP entity shall assign consecutive NR-U sequence numbers to each transferred NR-U packet.

The corresponding node shall detect whether an NR-U packet was lost and memorise the respective sequence number after it has declared the respective NR-U packet as being "lost".

The corresponding node shall transfer the remaining NR PDCP PDUs towards the UE and memorise the highest NR PDCP PDU sequence number of the NR PDCP PDU that was successfully delivered in sequence towards the UE (in case RLC AM is used) and the highest NR PDCP PDU sequence number of the NR PDCP PDU that was transmitted to the lower layers.

The corresponding node shall send the DL DATA DELIVERY STATUS if the Report Polling Flag is set.

NOTE:
The Transfer of Downlink User Data procedure and the associated feedback of lost NR-U packets assist the node hosting the NR PDCP entity in avoiding NR PDCP HFN de-synchronisation. If a deployment decides to not use the Transfer of Downlink User Data procedure, NR PDCP HFN synchronization should be ensured by other means.

The node hosting the NR PDCP entity can indicate to the corresponding node to either discard all NR PDCP PDU's up to a defined DL discard NR PDCP PDU SN or discard one or a number of blocks of downlink NR PDCP PDUs.
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Figure 5.4.1.1-1: Successful Transfer of Downlink User Data

5.4.1.2
Unsuccessful operation

Void.

5.4.2
Downlink Data Delivery Status

5.4.2.1
Successful operation

The purpose of the Downlink Data Delivery Status procedure is to provide feedback from the corresponding node to the node hosting the NR PDCP entity to allow the node hosting the NR PDCP entity to control the downlink user data flow via the corresponding node for the respective data bearer. The corresponding node may also transfer uplink user data for the concerned data bearer to the node hosting the NR PDCP entity together with a DL DATA DELIVERY STATUS frame within the same GTP-U PDU.

The Downlink Data Delivery Status procedure is also used to provide feedback from the corresponding node to the node hosting the NR PDCP entity to allow the node hosting the NR PDCP entity to control the successful delivery of DL control data to the corresponding node.

When the corresponding node decides to trigger the Feedback for Downlink Data Delivery procedure it shall report:

a)
in case of RLC AM, the highest NR PDCP PDU sequence number successfully delivered in sequence to the UE among those NR PDCP PDUs received from the node hosting the NR PDCP entity;

b)
the desired buffer size in bytes for the concerned data bearer;

c)
the minimum desired buffer size in bytes as specified in clause 5.2;

d)
the NR-U packets that were declared as being "lost" by the corresponding node and have not yet been reported to the node hosting the NR PDCP entity within the DL DATA DELIVERY STATUS frame;

e)
the highest NR PDCP PDU sequence number transmitted to the lower layers among those NR PDCP PDUs received from the node hosting the NR PDCP entity.

NOTE:
If a deployment has decided not to use the Transfer of Downlink User Data procedure, d) above is not applicable.
In case the DL DATA DELIVERY STATUS frame is sent before any NR PDCP PDU is transferred to lower layers, the information on the highest NR PDCP PDU sequence number successfully delivered in sequence to the UE and the highest NR PDCP PDU sequence number transmitted to the lower layers may not be provided.

The DL DATA DELIVERY STATUS frame shall also include an indication whether the frame is the last DL status report received in the course of releasing a bearer from the corresponding node. When receiving such indication, if applicable, the node hosting the NR PDCP entity considers that no more UL data is to be expected from the corresponding node.

The DL DATA DELIVERY STATUS frame may also include an indication of detected radio link outage or radio link resume. When receiving an indication of radio link outage detection, the node hosting the NR PDCP entity considers that traffic delivery over DRBs configured for the UE is unavailable at the corresponding node. When receiving an indication of radio link resume detection, the node hosting the NR PDCP entity considers that traffic delivery over DRBs configured for the UE is available at the corresponding node.

The node hosting the NR PDCP entity, when receiving the DL DATA DELIVERY STATUS frame:

-
regards the desired buffer size under b) and c) above as the amount of data desired from the corresponding node being declared:
-
from the NR PDCP sequence number reported under a) above within the same frame, as well as from the most recently reported NR PDCP sequence number(s) of all other data bearers established for the UE;

-
as the momentary desired buffer sizes, independent of buffer sizes indicated in the past.
-
is allowed to remove the buffered NR PDCP PDUs according to the feedback of successfully delivered NR PDCP PDUs;

-
decides upon the actions necessary to take for NR PDCP PDUs reported other than successfully delivered.

After being reported to the node hosting the NR PDCP entity, the corresponding node removes the respective NR PDCP sequence numbers.
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Figure 5.4.2.1-1: Successful Downlink Data Delivery Status

5.4.2.2
Unsuccessful operation

Void.
5.4.x
Transfer of Assistance Information
5.4.x.y
Successful operation

The purpose of the Transfer of Assistance Information procedure is to provide assistance information to the node hosting the NR PDCP. Such information may be taken into consideration by the node hosting the NR PDCP for UP management and optimisation procedures.
An NR user plane instance making use of the Transfer of Assistance Information procedure is associated to a single data bearer only. The Transfer of Assistance Information procedure may be invoked when the corresponding node wants to send the PDCP duplication activation suggestion for that particular data bearer.
The ASSISTANCE INFORMATION DATA frame may include Radio Quality Assistance Information. The information shall consist of one or more of the information indicated in the Assistance Information Type. 

The ASSISTANCE INFORMATION DATA frame may include the PDCP Duplication Activation Suggestion, which informs the node hosting the NR PDCP of the suggestion from the corresponding node on whether to activate or not activate PDCP duplication. The node hosting the NR PDCP may take this information into account to take a decision on whether to activate or not activate PDCP duplication. 
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Figure 5.4.x.y-1: Successful Transfer of Assistance Information Data

5.5
Elements for the NR user plane protocol

5.5.1
General

In the present document the structure of frames is specified by using figures similar to figure 5.5.1-1.

	Bits
	Number of Octets

	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0
	

	Field 1
	Field 2
	1
	Octet 1

	Field 3
	Field 4
	2
	Octet 2

	Field 4 continue
	Spare
	
	Octet 3

	Field 6
	2
	Octet 4

Octet 5

	Field 6 continue
	Padding
	
	

	Spare extension
	0-m
	



Figure 5.5.1-1: Example frame format

Unless otherwise indicated, fields which consist of multiple bits within an octet have the most significant bit located at the higher bit position (indicated above frame in figure 5.5.1-1). In addition, if a field spans several octets, most significant bits are located in lower numbered octets (right of frame in figure 5.5.1-1).

The frame is transmitted starting from the lowest numbered octet. Within each octet, the bits are sent according decreasing bit position (bit position 7 first).

Spare bits should be set to "0" by the sender and should not be checked by the receiver.

The header part of the frame is always an integer number of octets. The payload part is octet aligned (by adding 'Padding' when needed).

The receiver should be able to remove an additional spare extension field that may be present at the end of a frame. 
See description of Spare extension field.

5.5.2
Frame format for the NR user plane protocol

5.5.2.1
DL USER DATA (PDU Type 0)

This frame format is defined to allow the corresponding node to detect lost NR-U packets and is associated with the transfer of a Downlink NR PDCP PDU.

The following shows the respective DL USER DATA frame.

	Bits
	Number of Octets

	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0
	

	PDU Type (=0)
	spare
	DL Discard Blocks
	DL Flush
	Report polling
	1

	NR-U Sequence Number
	3

	DL discard NR PDCP PDU SN
	3

	DL discard Number of blocks
	1

	DL discard NR PDCP PDU SN start (first block)
	3

	Discarded Block size (first block)
	1

	…
	

	DL discard NR PDCP PDU SN start (last block)
	3

	Discarded Block size (last block)
	1

	Spare extension
	0-4


Figure 5.5.2.1-1: DL USER DATA (PDU Type 0) Format

5.5.2.2
DL DATA DELIVERY STATUS (PDU Type 1)

This frame format is defined to transfer feedback to allow the receiving node (i.e. the node that hosts the NR PDCP entity) to control the downlink user data flow via the sending node (i.e. the corresponding node).

	Bits
	Number of Octets

	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0
	

	PDU Type (=1)
	Highest Transmi-tted NR PDCP SN Ind 
	Highest Deliver-ed NR PDCP SN Ind
	Final Frame Ind.
	Lost Packet Report
	1

	Spare
	Cause Report
	1

	Desired buffer size for the data bearer
	4

	Minimum desired buffer size for the UE
	4

	Number of lost NR-U Sequence Number ranges reported
	1

	Start of lost NR-U Sequence Number range
	6* (Number of reported lost NR-U SN ranges)

	End of lost NR-U Sequence Number range
	

	Highest successfully delivered NR PDCP Sequence Number
	3

	Highest transmitted NR PDCP Sequence Number
	3

	Cause Value
	1

	Spare extension
	1-7



Figure 5.5.2.2-1: DL DATA DELIVERY STATUS (PDU Type 1) Format

5.5.2.X
ASSISTANCE INFORMATION (PDU Type 2)

This frame format is defined to allow the node hosting the NR PDCP entity to receive assistance information.

The following shows the respective ASSISTANCE INFORMATION DATA frame.

	Bits
	Number of Octets

	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0
	

	PDU Type (=2)
	PDCP Dupl. Ind. 
	Spare
	1

	Spare
	PDCP Duplication Activation Suggestion 
	1

	Number of Assistance Information Fields
	0 or 1

	Assistance Information Type
	0 or  (2*Number of Assistance Info Field)

	Radio Quality Assistance Information
	


Figure 5.5.2.X-1: ASSISTANCE INFORMATION DATA (PDU Type 2) Format

5.5.3
Coding of information elements in frames

5.5.3.1
PDU Type

Description: The PDU Type indicates the structure of the NR user plane frame. The field takes the value of the PDU Type it identifies; i.e. "0" for PDU Type 0. The PDU type is in bit 4 to bit 7 in the first octet of the frame.

Value range: {0=DL USER DATA, 1=DL DATA DELIVERY STATUS, 2= ASSISTANCE INFORMATION DATA, 3-15=reserved for future PDU type extensions}

Field length: 4 bits

5.5.3.2
Spare

Description: The spare field is set to "0" by the sender and should not be interpreted by the receiver. This field is reserved for later versions.
5.5.3.x
PDCP Duplication Indication 
Description: This field indicates the presence of the PDCP Duplication Activation Suggestion. 
Value range: {0= PDCP Duplication Activation Suggestion not present, 1= PDCP Duplication Activation Suggestion present}.

Field length: 1 bit.

5.5.3.xx
PDCP Duplication Activation Suggestion 
Description: This parameter indicates the suggestion given by the corresponding node on whether PDCP duplication should be activated or not.

Value range: {0= Do not duplicate, 1= Duplicate}.

Field length: 1 bit.

5.5.3.y
Number of Assistance Information Field
Description: This field indicates the number of Assistance Information Type and Radio Quality Assistance Information pairs concatenated. 
Value range: {0..28-1}.

Field length: 1 octets.

5.5.3.yy
Assistance Information Type
Description: This field describes the type of radio quality assistance information provided by the corresponding node to the node hosting the NR PDCP. The Radio Quality Index is a numerical index expressing the radio quality of the DRB, where the value 0 represents the lowest quality. The averaging window for the Average CQI, Average HARQ Failure and Average HARQ Retransmission is set by means of configuration.
Value range: {0=UNKNOWN, 1=Average HARQ Failure, 2=Average HARQ Retransmissions, 3=Radio Quality Index, 4-228=reserved for future value extensions, 229-255=reserved for test purposes}.

Field length: 1 octets.
5.5.3.z
Radio Quality Assistance Information
Description: This parameter indicates one of the assistance information indicated by the Assistance Information Type.
Value range: {0..28-1}.

Field length: 1 octets.
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