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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks RAN2 on their LS on MSG3 size reduction and would like to answer as follows.
RAN3 decided to leave the partitioning of the I-RNTI into an NG-RAN ID related and UE Context related part unspecified. It would be therefore a configuration matter within a certain region (and in between such regions, if a UE in RRC_INACTIVE is able to cross such regions) how to interpret the I-RNTI in order to retrieve the UE Context from the old serving NG-RAN node successfully.
Using 20 bits out of the actual gNB ID would be for sure sufficient within a certain NG-RAN neighbourhood to uniquely address the old serving NG-RAN at UE Context Retrieval.
RAN3 believes this should hold within NG-RAN deployments for both RATs, NR access and E-UTRA, for intra- and inter-RAT scenarios, whereas the latter scenario, as we understood it, will probably not be part of Rel-15, but should be prepared in a forward compatible way.

Further, RAN3 is of the opinion, that the I-RNTI should not be specified with a length lower than 40 bits.
Any I-RNTI length larger than 40bits would of course enable deployments foreseeing to keep a huge number of UEs in RRC_INACTIVE.

In order to illustrate how to partition the I-RNTI for certain scenarios examples are given:

-
For inter-RAT mobility of UEs in RRC_INACTIVE between E-UTRA and NR, a single bit configured in the I-RNTI could indicate the RAT type of the node that allocated the I-RNTI

-
For shared network a couple of bits could provide a PLMN ID index to indicate the PLMN that “owned” the NG-RAN node

-
If the area within which the I-RNTI is unique consists of a relatively small number of logical NG-RAN nodes, the portion of the I-RNTI indicating the NG-RAN node could be small as compared to the portion indicating the UE Context within the logical NG-RAN node.

-
The portion indicating the NG-RAN node could contain a portion of the actual NG-RAN node ID (i.e. parts of the cell identifies broadcast in cells serving the NG-RAN node) or represent an index of NG-RAN node IDs which needs to be configured in all involved NG-RAN nodes.
2. Actions:

To RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks RAN2 to take the above into account when further specifying I-RNTI and MSG3 length.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG3 NR AH Meeting
2nd – 6th July 2018, Montreal, Canada

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #101
20th – 24th August 2018, Gothenburg, Sweden

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��to be removed before LS is sent





