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Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk496548534]In the previous RAN3 meeting, it was agreed to introduce the Transfer of Assistance Information procedure to provide assistance information to the node hosting the NR PDCP. In this contribution we further look into the issue of triggering this procedure and present our views on the matter.
Discussion
At the RAN3 99bis meeting the Transfer of Assistance Information procedure was agreed. The purpose of the Transfer of Assistance Information procedure is to provide assistance information to the node hosting the NR PDCP. Such information may be taken into consideration by the node hosting the NR PDCP for UP management and optimisation procedures.
An NR user plane instance making use of the Transfer of Assistance Information procedure is associated to a single data bearer only. 
The ASSISTANCE INFORMATION DATA frame shall include Radio Quality Assistance Information. The information shall consist of one or more of the information indicated in the Assistance Information Type. 
In this contribution we will address the issue of triggering the reporting of the Radio Quality Assistance Information. The radio quality information is known in the gNB-DU. So, it is only natural that the gNB-CU is the one that is responsible to trigger the reporting and effectively ask for the information when it is needed. Otherwise it is possible that at gNB-DU power up, the gNB-DU will start sending reports to the gNB-CU, even in the case that the gNB-CU does not need them. This will result in a waste of resources, that would rather be avoided. 
A possible way to achieve this is that in the DL USER DATA the gNB-CU indicates with a flag to the gNB-DU to start providing the Assistance Information, effectively activating the Radio Quality Assistance Information reporting. This type of reporting requires more consideration, specifically regarding on what basis this reporting is done. One option is that it is done based on thresholds. Another alternative would be that the gNB-DU sends the reports on its own will after an initial trigger. Given the lack of a function to trigger the assistance information reporting and given the imminent completion of the release, we propose to leave this way of report triggering for further consideration after the completion of Release 15.
A simpler and more straightforward way would be to use polling. We believe that there should be a mechanism for the node hosting PDCP to poll the corresponding node and that it can be done with a polling flag. In that case the corresponding node shall provide the Radio Quality Assistance Information if the Radio Quality Report Polling Flag is set in the DL USER DATA.
Based on the above analysis, we believe that the node hosting PDCP should be responsible to trigger the reporting of the Radio Quality Assistance Information and that this is done via polling. So, we propose that 
Proposal 1	The node hosting the NR PDCP should be responsible to trigger the reporting of Assistance Information from the corresponding node.  

Proposal 2	There should be a mechanism for the node hosting the NR PDCP to poll a corresponding node, which can be achieved by the introduction of a polling flag.  


Conclusion
[bookmark: _In-sequence_SDU_delivery]In this contribution, we discussed issues related to the reporting of the Radio Quality Assistance Information. and made the following proposals
Proposal 1	The node hosting the NR PDCP should be responsible to trigger the reporting of Assistance Information from the corresponding node.  

Proposal 2	There should be a mechanism for the node hosting the NR PDCP to poll a corresponding node, which can be achieved by the introduction of a polling flag.  

The CR mirroring the proposal above is submitted in R3-182753
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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