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Liaison Statement on usage of RANAP over MAP/E at intra UMTS inter MSC handover/relocation

RAN WG3 would like to thank SA2 for their liaison (S2-99F42) on usage of RANAP over MAP/E at intra UMTS inter MSC handover/relocation and appreciate being consulted on an issue concerning an interface not primarily under RAN3 responsibility.

RAN3 has the understanding that RANAP was designed also for handover from UMTS to UMTS, and therefore is usable for MAP–E interface.

Although not in the scope of RAN3, RAN3 believes that BSSMAP being used over MAP/E would need significant changes to provide RANAP functionalities essential to Radio Access Bearer resource handling in UTRAN such Quality of Service, or execution of the relocation such as the Relocation Cancellation, to name only these two.

It is also not in the scope of R3 to make a recommendation for the protocol to use on MAP/E. However RAN3 Iu SWG would be happy to support the group in charge of defining usage of RANAP over MAP-E i/f (e.g. a 29.008 specification), if such a specification would be created.

It was also reinstated that RANAP is the only Radio Network Layer control signalling on Iu and that it has been designed with the objective to remain independent from the Transport Netwrok Layer.

