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1 Introduction

The compatibility mechanism for RANAP, RNSAP and NBAP have been discussed in the two previous meetings. The main protocol behaviour principles including the ASN.1 coding principles have been agreed, but currently there is no text description of the principles in RANAP, RNSAP and NBAP specifications. This contribution proposes that text for section 4 General of the AP specifications 25.413, 25.423 and 25.433. The attempt is to capture the current understanding of R3 discussions.

2 compatibility principles

4.1
Forwards and Backwards Compatibility

The forwards and backwards compatibility of the protocol is assured by mechanism where all current and future the messages, and IEs or groups of related IEs, include Id and criticality fields that are coded in a standard format that will not be changed in the future. These parts can always be decoded regardless of the standard version.

If a message or an IE which is not understood is received, the receiver will look at the corresponding criticality field. The criticality field will contain information on what how to react. Three possibilities are specified:

· The whole message shall be rejected, and sender shall be notified about the not understood IEs.

· Unknown IEs may be ignored, the procedure may continue (if possible), and the sender shall be notified about the not understood and ignored IEs.

· Unknown IEs may be ignored, the procedure may continue (if possible) without further actions related to the not understood and ignored IEs.

3 Proposal

It is proposed that text from section 2 of this contribution is placed in section 4 of RANAP, RNSAP and NBAP specifications.







