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Frame Protocol Version handling ad-hoc, Tue  7:30-8:30

This paper presents a brief summary of the discussion during the ad-hoc meeting on the FP version handling.

No relevant agreements were reached: it is proposed that the discussion is continued in the SWG independently, due to the different requirements on the Iu and Iub/Iur interfaces.

Backward Compatibility issue

Agreement: Backward compatibility on FP is not mandated, but it shall be allowed that one node supports and uses more than one version of the frame protocol. 

Use of the User plane or control plane for version handling

The assumption to use the control plane for the version handling is still valid. In this case it was noted that if the parameter are not introduced in the in Release '99 of the control plane specification, the only drawback is that the user plane cannot be updated without an update of the control plane. 

The only case where the user plane may be used for version handling is the Iub/Iur DCH frame protocol (as proposed in Tdoc H95). It was recognised that if an user plane mechanism is used, this shall be included in release '99 specification.

Iu FP

For the Iu interface, it was agreed that the discussion shall continue independently in the Iu SWG (with the presentation of document I94).

Iub/Iur DCH FP

Agreement: the MD combining between different protocol versions in RNC shall be allowed, but not mandatory. 

There was no conclusion about the reconfiguration, i.e. if the standard shall or shall not mandate the change of FP version after the setup of the user plane.

It is proposed that the discussion continues in Iub/Iur SWG (document H95 was not presented in the ad-hoc). The discussion should focus on the need to include the FP version handling already in release '99 (i.e. if user plane shall be used or not).

