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This contribution proposes to add two new study items for TR 25.831 ‘UTRAN Study Items for Future Releases’. These items are 

· IP-based signalling bearer for Iub interface

· IP in user plane of Iub and Iur

Rationale

In Release-99, the specifications will include IP in: 

· user plane of Iu interface towards the packet domain

· control plane of Iu interface towards the packet domain (signalling bearer)

· control plane of Iur interface (signalling bearer)

The gain achieved from these efforts appears limited if not all UTRAN interfaces are based on IP. An operator should be able to implement a fully IP-based UTRAN without being forced to proprietary solutions. Otherwise, we have reasons to believe that IP network developments and general IP market forces will drive UTRAN into an IP-based UTRAN, but with a sacrificed Iub interface.

Therefore, we propose to add ‘IP to the Iub interface’, and ‘IP to the user plane of Iur interface’, as new study items for Release-00.

Proposal

It is proposed to add the new study items

· IP-based signalling bearer for Iub interface

· IP in user plane of Iub and Iur

into TR 25.831. This affects chapter 4, and the addition of two new chapters, as indicated below.

4 Study item list

The study items outside the scope of UMTS Release 99 are the following (non exhaustive):

· Parallelism in the execution of NBAP procedures.

· Hybrid ARQ Type II / III techniques for RLC layer

· Object-oriented Logical O&M

· Use of CORBA for Iub Logical O&M
· Capability Exchange
· Iu User Plane Support Mode for variable size SDUs

· IP-based signalling bearer for Iub interface

· IP in user plane of Iub and Iur

5 IP-based signalling bearer for Iub interface

[Editor's Note: This section should include the description of the feature/function related to the study item and its status. Contributions are invited].

5.1 Impacts on specifications

5.1.1 Impacted specifications

[Editor's Note: This section should list the TSG RAN WG3 specifications which are impacted by the feature/function].

The list of impacted specifications include

· TS 25.430  ‘UTRAN Iub Interface:  General Aspects and Principles’

· TS 25.432  ‘UTRAN Iub Interface:  Signalling Transport’

5.1.2 Impacts on TS 25.430

[Editor's Note: This subsection should include agreed modifications, text and figures needed for that specification].

5.1.3 Impacts on TS 25.432

[Editor's Note: This subsection should include agreed modifications, text and figures needed for that specification].

6 IP in user planes of Iub/Iur

[Editor's Note: This section should include the description of the feature/function related to the study item and its status. Contributions are invited].

6.1 Impacts on specifications

[Editor's Note: This section should list the TSG RAN WG3 specifications which are impacted by the feature/function].

The list of impacted specifications include

· TS 25.420  ‘UTRAN Iur Interface:  General Aspects and Principles’

· TS 25.425  ‘UTRAN Iur Interface:  User Plane Protocols for Common Transport Channel Data Streams’

· TS 25.427  ‘UTRAN Iur and Iub interface:  User plane protocol for DCH data streams’

· TS 25.430  ‘UTRAN Iub Interface:  General Aspects and Principles’

· TS 25.435  ‘UTRAN Iub interface:  User plane protocols for Common Transport Channel Data Streams’

6.1.1 Impacted specifications

[Editor's Note: This section should list the TSG RAN WG3 specifications which are impacted by the feature/function].

6.1.2 Impacts on specification 1

[Editor's Note: This subsection should include agreed modifications, text and figures needed for that specification].

6.1.3 Impacts on specification 2

[Editor's Note: This subsection should include agreed modifications, text and figures needed for that specification].
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