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1	Introduction
This contribution provides stage 3 details of the slice assistance information and text proposal on signalling NSSAI to the TS38.331 baseline that is being used in ASN.1 process.
2	Discussion
There have been three complementary NR agreements that resolve detailed implementation of the NSSAI signaling in TS38.331:
[bookmark: _Hlk513548839]2.1 S-NSSAI format
- RAN2#101bis agreed CR to TS38.300 in [1] defining the following contents of NSSAI:
The slice assistance information consists of one or a list of S-NSSAIs, where an S-NSSAI is a combination of:
-	mandatory SST (Slice/Service Type) field, which identifies the slice type and consists of 8 bits (with range is 0-255);
-	optional SD (Slice Differentiator) field, which differentiates among Slices with same SST field and consist of 24 bits.

The TS38.331 baseline that is being used in ASN.1 process, incorporates generic implementation of the S-NSSAI IE in a form of BIT STRING:
S-NSSAI information element
-- ASN1START

-- TAG-S-NSSAI-START

S-NSSAI  ::=						BIT STRING (SIZE (32))

-- TAG-S-NSSAI-STOP
-- ASN1STOP

This transparent encoding risks different implementations and disallows the possibility of common understanding in the gNB the relations between slice identifiers provided by the UE. It will become unclear what are the contents and what should be the right interpretation of the field. Furthermore, only part of the NSSAI is required to be included always, therefore mandatory inclusion of 32 bit string is redundant.
Proposal 1: RRCSetupComplete message supports conveying the list of S-NSSAIs, with ability to signal each S-NSSAI with mandatory SST field and optionally included SD field.

2.2 NSSAI support by RRC_INACTIVE
In the response to RAN2#101 point left open:
FFS Whether the NSSAI info needs to be included in MSG5 in the case of resume.

SA2 clarified that inclusion of NSSAI in MSG5 for RRC_INACTIVE is not required. The rationale was, that if RRC Connection Resume procedure (MSG3) is sent, retrieval of the context in the anchor NG-RAN node is triggered and the UE needs not pass NSSAI to the NG-RAN node in MSG5 as the Allowed NSSAI is already in the context it obtains from the anchor RAN node (see [3]). Even though there is pending CT1 confirmation based on [5], in our understanding, system level requirements (i.e. SA2) determine overall concept. 
Proposal 2: RRCResumeComplete message type does not support provision of NSSAI.
NOTE: The agreement can be revised after CT1 reply.
[bookmark: _Hlk513548931]2.3 Slicing support
[bookmark: _Hlk513537455]SA2#126 agreed that network slicing is mandatory [4]:
-	The 5G System deployed in a PLMN shall always support the procedures, information and configurations specified for network slicing in the present document, TS 23.502 and TS 23.503.
[bookmark: _Hlk513537768]The UE capable of 5G System shall support network slicing. 
Proposal 3: NSSAI support is mandatory (based on provision by NAS).
3	Conclusion
Proposal 1: RRCSetupComplete message supports conveying the list of S-NSSAIs, with ability to signal each S-NSSAI with mandatory SST field and optionally included SD field.
Proposal 2: RRCResumeComplete message type does not support provision of NSSAI.
NOTE: The agreement can be revised after CT1 reply.
Proposal 3: NSSAI support is mandatory (based on provision by NAS).
Proposal 4: Agree associated CR in [6] 
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