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1. Introduction 
RAN2 received an LS from SA2 in [1] asking two questions as below:
	SA2 would like to inform RAN2 that SA2 has discussed what NSSAI to include in RRC Connection Establishment procedures triggered by other cause than the sending of a Registration Request (i.e. Service Request,). It is specified in SA2 specification that the NG-RAN performs slice based overload control during RRC connection establishment procedure on request from the AMF, by checking Requested NSSAI included in the RRC connection establishment. However, there was no agreements in SA2 whether that is needed during Service Request.

SA2 has also discussed the inclusion of the Allowed NSSAI during a paging procedure triggered from core network.

SA2 would like to ask 

1) Does RAN need Requested NSSAI during RRC Connection establishment procedure triggered by the NAS procedure other than Registration procedure (e.g. Service Request procedure)? If the RAN needs it then how does the RAN use Requested NSSAI in RRC Connection establishment procedure for purposes different than AMF routing?

2) Would the RAN benefit from receiving an Allowed NSSAI from CN during CN initiated paging procedure?.


In this contribution we discuss SA2 questions and propose a reply to SA2.
2. Discussion

Regarding Q1 from SA2:
RAN2 received an LS from CT1 during RAN2#102 with following statement:

	Answer from CT1: Depending on the NAS message that needs to be sent, the NAS may provide NSSAI to the lower layers as follows:

· For a NAS Service Request message, the NSSAI is not provided by the NAS layer

· For a NAS Registration Request message, the NSSAI is provided by the NAS layer except for the case when the UE is performing a periodic registration update.


In addition, RAN2 agreed that UE AS layer will provide NSSAI information only if provided by NAS layer: 

	The UE provides NSSAI (Network Slice Selection Assistance Information) for network slice selection in RRC message, if it has been provided by NAS


It is clear based on CT1 response and RAN2 agreements that UE will not provide NSSAI in msg5 for service request.

Observation: Based on CT1 response and RAN2 agreed CR, UE will not provide NSSAI in msg 5 for non-registration NAS message i.e. service request message.

SA2 LS raises a question about slice overload during RRC Connection. However, we think that UAC based on slice specific access categories can be used for this purpose, as agreed by RAN2 in RAN2#102:
	Access control  

By means of the unified access control (see subclause 7.4), operator-defined access categories can be used to enable differentiated handling for different slices. NG-RAN may broadcast barring control information (i.e. a list of barring parameters associated with operator-defined access categories) to minimize the impact of congested slices


We therefore don’t see a need to introduce a new mechanism for access control during RRC connection.

Proposal 1: RAN2 to reply to SA2 that RAN2 does not see a need for the UEto provide NSSAI information in msg5 for e.g. service request case. For slice based congestion control, UAC can be used.

Regarding Q2 from SA2
We don’t think there is any benefit for the UE to be aware if PAGING is related to a particular slice. We don’t expect a connection request or transition to a different state can be expedited if UE is aware that PAGING is related to a high priority slice.

However, RAN3 may have an opinion on gNB awareness of slice information in the PAGING message.
Proposal 2: RAN2 does not see a need for slice information in PAGING message to the UE.
3. Conclusion
We propose RAN2 to discuss and agree on following observation and proposals:
Observation: Based on CT1 response and RAN2 agreed CR, UE will not provide NSSAI in msg 5 for non-registration NAS message i.e. service request messages
Proposal 1: RAN2 to reply to SA2 that RAN2 does not see a need for the UE toprovide NSSAI information in msg5 for e.g. service request case. For slice based congestion control, UAC can be used.
Proposal 2: RAN2 does not see a need for slice information in PAGING message to the UE.
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