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3
Definitions, symbols and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions apply:
Acceptable Cell: A cell that satisfies certain conditions as specified in 4.5. 

Available PLMN(s): One or more PLMN(s) for which the UE has found at least one cell and read its PLMN identity(ies).
Camped on a cell: UE has completed the cell selection/reselection process and has chosen a cell. The UE monitors system information and (in most cases) paging information.

Camped on any cell: UE is in idle mode and has completed the cell selection/reselection process and has chosen a cell irrespective of PLMN identity.

Commercial Mobile Alert System: Public Warning System that delivers Warning Notifications provided by Warning Notification Providers to CMAS capable UEs.

Home PLMN: A PLMN where the Mobile Country Code (MCC) and Mobile Network Code (MNC) of the PLMN identity are the same as the MCC and MNC of the IMSI.

Process: A local action in the UE invoked by an RRC procedure or an RRC_IDLE or RRC_INACTIVE state procedure.

Radio Access Technology: Type of technology used for radio access, for instance NR or E-UTRA.

Registration Area: (NAS) registration area is an area in which the UE may roam without a need to perform location registration, which is a NAS procedure.
Selected PLMN: This is the PLMN that has been selected by the NAS, either manually or automatically.

Serving cell: The cell on which the UE is camped.

Strongest cell: The cell on a particular carrier that is considered strongest according to the layer 1 cell search procedure [4], [5].

Suitable Cell: This is a cell on which a UE may camp. For NR cell, the criteria are defined in subclause 4.5, for E-UTRA cell in [7].
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4.5
Cell Categories

The cells are categorised according to which services they offer:

acceptable cell:

An "acceptable cell" is a cell on which the UE may camp to obtain limited service (originate emergency calls and receive ETWS and CMAS notifications). Such a cell shall fulfil the following requirements, which is the minimum set of requirements to initiate an emergency call and to receive ETWS and CMAS notification in a NR network:

-
The cell is not barred, see subclause 5.3.1;

-
The cell selection criteria are fulfilled, see subclause 5.2.3.2;

suitable cell:

A cell is considered as suitable if the following conditions are fulfilled:

-
The cell is part of either: 

-
the selected PLMN, or: 
-
the registered PLMN, or:
-
a PLMN of the Equivalent PLMN list
-
The cell selection criteria are fulfilled, see subclause 5.2.3.2;


According to the latest information provided by NAS:

-
The cell is not barred, see subclause 5.3.1;

-
The cell is part of at least one TA that is not part of the list of "Forbidden Tracking Areas" [12], which belongs to a PLMN that fulfils the first bullet above;

barred cell:

A cell is barred if it is so indicated in the system information [3].
reserved cell:

A cell is reserved if it is so indicated in system information [3].

	The Next Change


5.2
Cell selection and reselection

5.2.1
Introduction

UE shall perform measurements for cell selection and reselection purposes as specified in [8].

The NAS can control the RAT(s) in which the cell selection should be performed, for instance by indicating RAT(s) associated with the selected PLMN, and by maintaining a list of forbidden registration area(s) and a list of equivalent PLMNs. The UE shall select a suitable cell based on RRC_IDLE or RRC_INACTIVE state measurements and cell selection criteria.

In order to expedite the cell selection process, stored information for several RATs, if available, may be used by the UE.

When camped on a cell, the UE shall regularly search for a better cell according to the cell reselection criteria. If a better cell is found, that cell is selected. The change of cell may imply a change of RAT. Details on performance requirements for cell reselection can be found in [8].

The NAS is informed if the cell selection and reselection result in changes in the received system information relevant for NAS.

For normal service, the UE shall camp on a suitable cell, monitor control channel(s) of that cell so that the UE can:

-
receive system information from the PLMN; and

-
receive registration area information from the PLMN, e.g., tracking area information; and

-
receive other AS and NAS Information; and

-
if registered:

-
receive paging and notification messages from the PLMN; and

-
initiate transfer to Connected mode.

For cell selection in multi-beam operations, measurement quantity of a cell is up to UE implementation.

For cell reselection in multi-beam operations, using a maximum number (nrofSS-ResourcesToAverage) of beams to be considered and a threshold (absThreshSS-Consolidation) which are configured for a cell, the measurement quantity of this cell is derived amongst the beams corresponding to the same cell based on SS/PBCH block as follows:

-
if the highest beam measurement quantity value is below the threshold: 

-
derive a cell measurement quantity as the highest beam measurement quantity value, where each beam measurement quantity is described in TS 38.215 [11];

-
else:

-
derive a cell measurement quantity as the linear average of the power values of up to the maximum number of highest beam measurement quantity values above the threshold. 
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5.2.3.2
Cell Selection Criterion

The cell selection criterion S in normal coverage is fulfilled when:

	Srxlev > 0  AND  Squal > 0


where: 
	Srxlev = Qrxlevmeas – (Qrxlevmin + Qrxlevminoffset )– Pcompensation - Qoffsettemp
Squal = Qqualmeas – (Qqualmin + Qqualminoffset) - Qoffsettemp


where:

	Srxlev
	Cell selection RX level value (dB)

	Squal
	Cell selection quality value (dB)

	Qoffsettemp
	Offset temporarily applied to a cell as specified in [3] (dB)

	Qrxlevmeas
	Measured cell RX level value (RSRP)

	Qqualmeas
	Measured cell quality value (RSRQ)

	Qrxlevmin
	Minimum required RX level in the cell (dBm). If the UE supports SUL frequency for this cell, Qrxlevmin is obtained from q-RxLevMin-sul, if present, in SIB1, else Qrxlevmin is obtained from q-RxLevMin in SIB1.

	Qqualmin
	Minimum required quality level in the cell (dB)

	Qrxlevminoffset
	Offset to the signalled Qrxlevmin taken into account in the Srxlev evaluation as a result of a periodic search for a higher priority PLMN while camped normally in a VPLMN [9]

	Qqualminoffset
	Offset to the signalled Qqualmin taken into account in the Squal evaluation as a result of a periodic search for a higher priority PLMN while camped normally in a VPLMN [9]

	Pcompensation 
	If the UE supports the additionalPmax in the NS-PmaxList, if present, in SIB1, SIB3 and SIB5:

max(PEMAX1 –PPowerClass, 0) – (min(PEMAX2, PPowerClass) – min(PEMAX1, PPowerClass)) (dB);

else:

max(PEMAX1 –PPowerClass, 0) (dB)




The signalled values Qrxlevminoffset and Qqualminoffset are only applied when a cell is evaluated for cell selection as a result of a periodic search for a higher priority PLMN while camped normally in a VPLMN [23.122]. During this periodic search for higher priority PLMN, the UE may check the S criteria of a cell using parameter values stored from a different cell of this higher priority PLMN.
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5.2.4

Cell Reselection evaluation process

5.2.4.1
Reselection priorities handling

Absolute priorities of different NR frequencies or inter-RAT frequencies may be provided to the UE in the system information, in the RRCRelease message, or by inheriting from another RAT at inter-RAT cell (re)selection. In the case of system information, a NR frequency or inter-RAT frequency may be listed without providing a priority (i.e. the field cellReselectionPriority is absent for that frequency). If priorities are provided in dedicated signalling, the UE shall ignore all the priorities provided in system information. 


The UE shall only perform cell reselection evaluation for NR frequencies and inter-RAT frequencies that are given in system information and for which the UE has a priority provided.

The UE shall delete priorities provided by dedicated signalling when:
-
the UE enters a different RRC state; or

-
the optional validity time of dedicated priorities (T320) expires; or

-
a PLMN selection is performed on request by NAS [23.122].

NOTE:
Equal priorities between RATs are not supported.


The UE shall not consider any black listed cells as candidate for cell reselection.

The UE shall inherit the priorities provided by dedicated signalling and the remaining validity time (i.e. T320 in NR and E-UTRA), if configured, at inter-RAT cell (re)selection.

NOTE:
The network may assign dedicated cell reselection priorities for frequencies not configured by system information. 
