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1. Introduction

The EN-DC is supported in R15 NR, but the NE-DC is dropped due to the time in R15. In 38.804, the deployment scenario of the NE-DC is as follow.
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Figure 1: CN-RAN deployment scenarios where NR gNB is a master node
In this paper, we will SRBs supporting for NE-DC.

2. Discussion

The split SRB1 and SRB2 are support in EN-DC, and the LTE will decide and configure split SRB1/2 in SN addition and/or Modification procedure. The SRB3 is also supported in EN-DC and SN RRC messages can be transported directly to the UE in SRB3 if not requiring any coordination with MN.
The SRB identity is from 1 to 3 and the range of LCID is (000001–100000) in NR. However, the SRB identity is from 1 to 2 and the range of LCID is (00001–01010). So if the EN-DC support the SRB3, the SRB id shouold be extended and one LCID should be allocated for the SRB3. If the EN-DC support the split SRB 1/2, then the LCID will be allocated to the split SRB1 and split SRB2 respectively. So the suppot of SRB3 and split SRB1/2 will exhaust the LCID resource.
In order to reduce the impact on the eLTE, we propose not to support the SRB3 in EN-DC.

Consideing that the NR will be deployed in higher frequency, and the radio condition will deteriorate rapidly, so the split SRB1/2 for NE-DC is essential. Furthermore, the LCID is extend from 10 to 10+7, and the number of the DRB is 15 in LTE R15. So LCID resource exhausting is not a essential issue.

Proposal 1: the SRB3 is not supported in NE-DC and the split SRB1/2 is supported in NE-DC. 
3. Conclusions:

In this contribution, we discuss SRBs supporting for NE-DC, we propose:
Proposal 1: the SRB3 is not supported in NE-DC and the split SRB1/2 is supported in NE-DC. 
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