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1	Introduction
In Rel-15 EN-DC the MCG split SRB was standardized (the main use case to allow HO message reliability transported using the SCG radio leg). In an earlier contribution we indicated requirement for split SRB3[3]. Based on an earlier RAN2 decision, the support of split SRB3 was not agreed for Rel-15.
In this contribution considering that the timeline for MR-DC completion is set to Dec 2018, we would like RAN2 to reconsider the decision given the background arguments in this paper.
2	Support for Split SCG SRB
Figure 2-1 illustrates a deployment scenario and used as an example for the rest of the discussion.


Figure 2-1: Tight Interworking example
We have already noted in [2] that the signalling protocol of the NR RRC is rather independent from the lower transport layers (or the radio interface layer). Hence, the NR RRC protocol entity is logically separate from the lower layer transport protocols.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since NR small cell coverage will be spotty, the chances of SCG RLF are higher. SCG RRC messages would benefit from the diversity that could be provided by the MeNB. In [3], we describe the handling of SCG RLF which benefits from this principle. For example, recovery from SCG RLF is easier if the SN RRC can directly control the UE via. the MCG leg and measurement reporting after SCG failure can be transferred via. The MCG SRB path directly to the SN RRC.
Observation 1: SRB3 messages will benefit from a diversity path offered by the MeNB especially in early deployments where-in the recovery from SCG RLF is concerned.
3	Conclusion
In this contribution, we have briefly discussed how SCG RRC messages may benefit from RRC diversity. We reiterate our observation and propose the following:
Observation 1: SRB3 messages will benefit from a diversity path offered by the MeNB especially in early deployments where-in the recovery from SCG RLF is concerned.
Proposal 1: Split SRB3 for EN-DC and NGEN-DC is supported in Rel-15.
Proposal 2: Introduction of split SRB3 is made in a backward compatible manner.
Proposal 3: Draft CR in R2-1810049 and R2-1810050 are taken as a baseline for further discussion.
References
[1] [bookmark: _Ref75086397]R2-1702631: S-RLF with Tight Interworking Nokia, Alcatel-Lucent Shanghai Bell
[2] R2-1702776: Further considerations for SCG and SN node change, Alcatel-Lucent Shanghai Bell
[3] R2-1702777: Split SCG SRB for LTE-NR dual connectivity Nokia, Nokia Shanghai Bell



image1.emf
MeNB

PCell

SCell A SCell B SCell C

SgNB

Xx


Microsoft_Visio_2003-2010_Drawing.vsd
SgNB


Xx


MeNB


PCell


SCell B


SCell A


SCell C



