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1. Introduction
NE-DC is targeted for the Release-15 late drop, but some stage 2 aspects for NE-DC [1], such as control plane architecture, QoS handling, and MN/SN coordination, are still required to complete. In this contribution, we discuss the SRB related issues for NE-DC.
2. Discussion
SRB3 in EN-DC and NGEN-DC is introduced for shortening the RRC signalling latency from/to SN. Some companies argued that MN gNB may be expected to operate on higher frequencies in NE-DC and therefore it is not necessary to support SRB3 in this case. In addition, supporting SRB3 for NE-DC would have some impacts on LTE specification. However, using SRB3 could still reduce the latency considering the forwarding via non-ideal backhaul. For the commonality among all MR-DC cases, supporting SRB3 for NE-DC case could be reconsidered. Whether or not to configure SRB3 could be still up to SN eNB’s decision. If SRB3 is supported for NE-DC, SN initiated SN Modification procedure without MN involvement shall also be supported for NE-DC.
Proposal 1: Reconsider to support SRB3 for NE-DC.
Proposal 1-1: If SRB3 is supported for NE-DC, SN initiated SN Modification procedure without MN involvement is also supported for NE-DC.
In current TS 37.340 [2], SCG failure handling is only captured for EN-DC and NGEN-DC. Similar failure handling could be reused for NE-DC case but needs to consider whether SRB3 is supported or not.
Proposal 2-1: For NE-DC, if SRB3 is NOT supported, the following SCG failures cases are supported:

· SCG RLF;
· SN change failure.
Proposal 2-2: For NE-DC, if SRB3 is supported, the following SCG failure cases are supported (as for EN-DC and NGEN-DC case):
· SCG RLF;
· SN change failure;
· SCG configuration failure (only for messages on SRB3);
· SCG RRC integrity check failure (on SRB3).
3. Conclusions
In this contribution, we discuss the SRB issues related to NE-DC and give the following proposals.
Proposal 1: Reconsider to support SRB3 for NE-DC.

Proposal 1-1: If SRB3 is supported for NE-DC, SN initiated SN Modification procedure without MN involvement is also supported for NE-DC.
Proposal 2-1: For NE-DC, if SRB3 is NOT supported, the following SCG failures cases are supported:

· SCG RLF;
· SN change failure.
Proposal 2-2: For NE-DC, if SRB3 is supported, the following SCG failure cases are supported (as for EN-DC and NGEN-DC case):
· SCG RLF;
· SN change failure;
· SCG configuration failure (only for messages on SRB3);
· SCG RRC integrity check failure (on SRB3).
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