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Introduction
In LTE DC system, master node (MN) and secondary node (SN) are belonged to the same RAT, so MeNB can initiate and control all MN and SN operation. But in LTE/NR tight interworking system, MN and SN are belonged to different RAT then either MN (e.g., LTE) or SN (e.g., NR) will not interpret mutual RRC signalling from opposite side. 
For LTE/NR tight interworking option 3/7, NR (as secondary node) has independent RRC signalling and procedure within UE. However, if the SCG SRB is not suitable to transfer it directly, the NR RRC signalling cannot directly communicate with UE, instead it should be conveyed on Xx interface through MN, i.e., it should indirectly communicate with UE through MN.
In this paper, we induce a new kind of RRC signalling which is used to indirectly communicate between Secondary node and UE through Master node.
SN RRC message forward to/from UE
The new kind of RRC message communication between Secondary node and UE should carry Encoded RRC message for SN message and is conveyed on Xx signalling.
For Uplink, in case UE sends RRC message to SN (e.g., named as “Encoded RRC message for SN”), since this message cannot directly send to SN, so following steps are needed.
Step 1: UE sends RRC message to MN (e.g., reusing the legacy “UL information transfer” message), which carries a container including above SN self-encode RRC message.
Step 2: After receiving above RRC message from UE, MN will not decode the container content but transfer it into an Xx AP message (e.g., “UL SCG Information Transfer” message), and then sends it to SN.
For Downlink, the steps are similar as that for uplink. 


Figure 10.X.1 UL SN RRC message forward from UE



Figure 10.X.2 DL SN RRC message forward to UE

Proposal 1: It is suggested to induce SN RRC message indirectly forward to/from UE through master node.
If the Proposal 1 is agreed, then
Proposal 2: It is suggested to capture corresponding TP into the TS37.340.
Conclusion
Proposal 1: It is suggested to induce SN RRC message indirectly forward to/from UE through master node.
If the Proposal 1 is agreed, then
Proposal 2: It is suggested to capture corresponding TP into the TS37.340.
Text proposal to TS37.340
===============================<START>===========================
10. X	SN RRC message indirect forward to/from UE
In case of MN and SN belonged to different RAT, either MN or SN will not interpret mutual RRC signalling from opposite side. As Secondary node cannot directly communicate with UE, SN RRC message (e.g., Encode RRC message for SN) should be encapsulated into a container then is transferred by RRC message between Master node and UE (e.g., DL/UL Information Transfer message) and by Xx interface message between Master node and Secondary node (e.g., DL/UL SCG Information Transfer message).



Figure 10.X.1 UL SN RRC message forward from UE



Figure 10.X.2 DL SN RRC message forward to UE
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