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Discussion and decision
1 Introduction

This contribution focus on the mechanism used to get the UE into INACTIVE and desirable way to convey the related information, such as, DRX cycle or RAN notification area that can be configured per UE basis.
2 Discussion
When transitioning a UE from CONNECTED into INACTIVE, a gNB needs to be in-controlled and indicate this action to the UE; for simplicity, we refer to this mechanism as "suspension of the RRC connection". This suspension mechanism could be defined via implicit or explicit form of RRC signaling conveyed to the UE while being in CONNECTED (which would guarantee that it is controlled by network when UE uses and/or enters into NR_RRC_INACTIVE). 
This RRC signaling used to suspend the UE into NR_RRC_INACTIVE might be sent as an explicit form in each time that the UE transitions to INACTIVE (e.g. in every RRC connection, UE receives a RAN indication or timer) or implicitly in a configuration done by the RAN in previous RRC connections that is still re-used in future transitions to INACTIVE (as the RRC connection is only suspended) and until the RAN node explicitly releases it or until the RAN node releases the RRC connection.

Proposal 1. RRC signalling, including some form of RAN indication, is used by a gNB to transition a UE from CONNECTED to INACTIVE. To discuss if the RRC signaling that indicates the transition to INACTIVE is (a) sent before every transition to INACTIVE or (b) re-used until the RRC connection is released into IDLE or until the networks releases the configuration (e.g. in case of a timer that might be configured to the UE to trigger the transition).
UEs in INACTIVE could also be configured to use a UE-specific DRX cycle and a RAN notification area, as explained in [1]

 REF _Ref471505448 \r \h 
[2]. Similarly this information may be configured explicitly in each transition or implicitly upon previous configuration.
Proposal 2. For a UE in INACTIVE, to discuss if the RAN Notification Area and the RAN-configured DRX is (a) configured before every transition to INACTIVE or (b) reused until the RRC connection is released into IDLE or until the networks releases the configuration.
3 Conclusion

The proposals captured are the following:
Proposal 1.
RRC signalling, including some form of RAN indication, is used by a gNB to transition a UE from CONNECTED to INACTIVE. To discuss if the RRC signaling that indicates the transition to INACTIVE is (a) sent before every transition to INACTIVE or (b) re-used until the RRC connection is released into IDLE or until the networks releases the configuration (e.g. in case of a timer that might be configured to the UE to trigger the transition).
Proposal 2.
For a UE in INACTIVE, to discuss if the RAN Notification Area and the RAN-configured DRX is (a) configured before every transition to INACTIVE or (b) reused until the RRC connection is released into IDLE or until the networks releases the configuration.
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