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Proposal for text describing the ‘needed’ column in tabular format

This text is proposed for a first analysis. If accepted, possibly with amendments, a CR on 25.921 will be proposed.

MP
Always present

A value for that information is always needed, and no information is provided about a particular default value. If ever the transfer syntax allows absence (e.g., due to extension), then absence leads to an error diagnosis.

MD
Default value

A value for that information is always needed, and a particular default value is mentionned (in the ‘Semantical information’ column). This opens the possibility for the transfer syntax to use absence or a special pattern to encode the default value.

CV
Conditional on value

A value for that information is needed (presence needed) or unacceptable (absence needed) when some conditions are met that can be evaluated on the sole basis of the content of the message.

If conditions for presence needed are specified, the transfer syntax must allow for the presence of the information. If the transfer syntax allows absence, absence when the conditions for presence are met leads to an error diagnosis.

If conditions for absence needed are specified, the transfer syntax must allow to encode the absence. If the information is present and the conditions for absence are met, an error is diagnosed.

When neither conditions for presence or absence are met, the information is treated as optional, as described for ‘OP’.

CH
Conditional on history

A value for that information is needed (presence needed) or unacceptable (absence needed) when some conditions are met that must be evaluated on the basis of information obtained in the past (e.g., from messsages received in the past from the other party).

If conditions for presence needed are specified, the transfer syntax must allow for the presence of the information. If the transfer syntax allows absence, absence when the conditions for presence are met leads to an error diagnosis.

If conditions for absence needed are specified, the transfer syntax must allow to encode the absence. If the information is present and the conditions for absence are met, an error is diagnosed.

When neither conditions for presence or absence are met, the information is treated as optional, as described for ‘OP’.

OP
Optional

The presence or absence is significant and modifies the behaviour of the receiver. However whether the information is present or not does lead to an error diagnosis.

