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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 is designing the RRC signalling for MR-DC in a way that allows a flexible mapping between the upper layers configuration (i.e. for PDCP/SDAP and bearer configuration) and the lower layers configuration (MCG/SCG configuration including RLC and MAC). From a radio signalling point of view, this supports the following additional configurations:

1. MN terminated bearers, with S1-U / NG-U termination at MN + PDCP (and SDAP) protocol in MN + RLC/LCH configuration only in SN
2. SN terminated bearers, with S1-U / NG-U termination at SN + PDCP (and SDAP) protocol in SN + RLC/LCH configuration only in MN
In RAN2 there is no consensus on whether these additional configurations should actually be supported and some further work would anyway be needed, e.g.:

· New bearer types should be defined (or the existing ones should be redefined), as none of the bearers currently defined in TS 37.340 (MCG bearer, MGC split bearer, SCG bearer, SGC split bearer) would represent the additional configurations allowed by radio signalling. 
· For configuration 2. (PDCP/SDAP in SN + RLC/LCH only in MN), implying a "dual connectivity configuration" with no PScell, it should be clarified that an SN Addition procedure might also be used to just trigger an SN upper layer configuration, without resulting in the configuration of any PScell. Similarly, other Stage 2 procedures would have to be amended to consider such case.
More in general, it is expected that RAN3 would also have to further work, if RAN3 decides to do so, to make these configurations possible.

RAN2 kindly invites RAN3 to provide feedback on whether the new configurations allowed by the RRC signalling being introduced by RAN2 could be supported by RAN3 as part of the ongoing NR Work Item.
2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
RAN2 kindly asks RAN3 to provide feedback on whether the new configurations allowed by the RRC signalling being introduced by RAN2 could be supported by RAN3 as part of the ongoing NR Work Item.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG2 Meetings:
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