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Discussion 
1 Problem
RAN2 introduced Release Assistance Indicator (RAI) for NB-IoT during RAN2#97 without use of prohibit timer to prevent UE from sending too frequent RAIs. 

There were proposals to add RAI to eMTC in RAN2#97bis but some companies want to introduce prohibit timer for this feature and RAN2 could not reach an agreement.

Existing RAN2 specifications has prohibit timers to prevent UE from sending too frequent indications (e.g. UE Assistance Information message). The main reason for controlling the rate at which UE sends some indication is to avoid unnecessary use of radio resources and overloading the eNB with AS signalling messages.

RAI introduced for NB-IoT in Release 14 does not create additional AS signalling (e.g. uplink radio resource is not specifically used for sending RAI). The RAI is only included if MAC layer in the UE has other information to send. A good UE implantation would not include RAI in every uplink MAC block while a prohibit timer cannot prevent poor UE implementation from sending frequent RAI.
Observation 1: RAI does not require specific uplink grant.

Observation 2: Frequency of RAI is dependent on rate of transmission of MAC block.

Observation 3: RAI Prohibit timer cannot prevent poor UE implementation.

Based on the above, we believe prohibit timer for RAI (for NB-IoT or eMTC) does not provide any advantage other than add more complexity. 

Proposal 1: For eMTC do not introduce prohibit timer.

2 Summary
This document presents the main reasons for using prohibit timer and why such a timer is not necessary for RAI feature because of the following observations:

Observation 1: RAI does not require specific uplink grant.

Observation 2: Frequency of RAI is dependent on rate of transmission of MAC block.

Observation 3: RAI Prohibit timer cannot prevent poor UE implementation.

Based on this sourcing company proposes the following:

Proposal 1: In eMTC no need to introduce prohibit timer for RAI.
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