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1. Overall Description:
RAN2 has agreed to introduce a new AS layer, namely, Service Data Adaptation Protocol (SDAP) layer, to perform the QoS flows to RB mapping in RAN. The main services and functions of SDAP include:

· Mapping between a QoS flow and a data radio bearer;

· Marking QoS flow ID in both DL and UL packets.

And RAN2 has started the specification on SDAP, some agreements were achieved on last RAN2 meeting: 
Agreements on RAN2#97bis:
-
New AS layer PDU is PDCP SDU

-
AS layer header is byte-aligned

-
DL packets over Uu are not marked with “Flow ID” at least for cases where UL AS reflective mapping and NAS reflective QoS is not configured for DRB.   

-
AS layer header include the UL “Flow ID” depending on network configuration

RAN2 is discussing how to define the header format of the new layer, the general agreement is that the AS layer header is byte-aligned and the QoS flow ID may be included in the header under some situation. The specific header format may depend on the exact Flow ID size. Meanwhile, NR is envisaged to support DL data rates of up to 20Gbps. If the QoS Flow ID is included with each packet, the transmission overhead of QoS flow ID over Uu is quite considerable. Thus RAN2 is also discussing the way of overhead reduction incurred by QoS flow ID over Uu. The necessity and the gain of radio overhead reduction of QoS Flow ID will also largely depend on the size of QoS flow ID.
As the specification of QoS flow ID falls into the realm of SA2, RAN2 would like to consult SA2 on the specific size of QoS flow ID. 
2. Actions:
To SA2 group.
ACTION: 
RAN2 would like to respectfully request SA2 for the specific size (in bit) of QoS flow ID.
3. Date of Next RAN2 Meetings:
RAN2 NR#2                    27-29 June 2017                       Qingdao, China
RAN2#99                        21-25 Aug 2017                         Berlin
