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Introduction
In LTE DC system, master node (MN) and secondary node (SN) are belonged to the same RAT, so MeNB can initiate and control all MN and SN operation. However, in LTE/NR tight interworking, MN and SN are belonged to different RAT then either MN (e.g., LTE) or SN (e.g., NR) will not interpret mutual RRC signalling from each other. 
In addition, in LTE/NR tight interworking, the secondary node may initiate RRC procedure without the master node involved, and the UE is also allowed to initiate the message transmission towards secondary node without any indication from master node. However, if the SCG SRB is not available, the RRC message generated by secondary node or UE can not be exchanged with each other directly and the indirect forwarding though the master node will be used.
In this paper, we share some views on the RRC signalling for indirectly RRC message forwarding between Secondary node and UE through Master node.
SN RRC message forward to/from UE
The intention of the indirectly RRC message forwarding between Secondary node and UE is to carry the RRC message generated by Secondary node and UE according to the RRC defined for the RAT of secondary node. In LTE, the ULInformationTransfer/ DLInformationTransfer message is used for the uplink/downlink transfer of NAS or non-3GPP dedicated information. Considering the UE initiated transmission should be supported, the straightest way is to reuse the ULInformationTransfer/ DLInformationTransfer procedure, and the following steps will be used:
Step 1: UE sends RRC message to MN using “UL information transfer” message, which carries a container including the encode RRC message.
Step 2: Once the message is received, MN forward the encoded RRC message to SN though X2/Xn interface using X2/Xn AP message (e.g. “UL SCG Information Transfer” , it’s up to RAN3 to decide which message will be used over X2/Xn interface).
For Downlink, the steps are similar as that for uplink. 


Figure 10.X.1 UL SN RRC message forward from UE



Figure 10.X.2 DL SN RRC message forward to UE

Proposal 1: The RRC message DLInformationTransfer and ULInformationTransfer should be extended to support the forwarding of encoded RRC message for the SN.
If the Proposal 1 is agreed, then
Proposal 2: Capture corresponding TP into the TS37.340.
Conclusion
Proposal 1: The RRC message DLInformationTransfer and ULInformationTransfer should be extended to support the forwarding of encoded RRC message for the SN.
If the Proposal 1 is agreed, then
Proposal 2: Capture corresponding TP into the TS37.340.
Text proposal to TS37.340
===============================<START>===========================
10. X	SN RRC message indirect forwarding
The SN RRC message indirect forwarding procedure is used to enable the message exchange between UE and SN through MN.



Figure 10.X.1 UL SN RRC message forward from UE
1. UE send the ULinformationTransfer message to MN, including the encoded RRC message for SN.
2. Once the ULinformationTransfer message is received, MN forwards the encoded RRC message to SN using ULSCGinformationTransfer[FFS] message.



Figure 10.X.2 DL SN RRC message forward to UE
1. SN send the DLSCGInformationTransfer [FFS]message to MN, including the encoded RRC message .
2. MN forwards the encoded RRC message to UE using the DLInformationTransfer message.
3. 
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