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1	Introduction
The following was agreed in RAN2#97 meeting in Athens:
BSR=0 indicates that UE estimates that it does not have more user data (FFS NAS signaling) to send/receive in near future, e.g. 10s of seconds, such that it is suitable to release the UE to Idle mode. 
Capture in the TS that 10s of seconds is the time frame of the “near future” somehow. 

The same was confirmed in RAN2#97bis meeting:
Not sufficient support, we stick with the baseline approach agreed last meeting, clarify “near future”.

However the definition of “the near future” for Release Assistance Indication (RAI) procedure is FFS in TS 36.321 [1]: 

[bookmark: _Toc481081651]5.4.5	Buffer Status Reporting
….
For NB-IoT:
-	if rai-Activation is configured, and a buffer size of zero bytes has been triggered for the BSR, and the UE may have more data to send or receive in the near future (FFS):
-	cancel any pending BSR.

In this contribution, we propose the way forward how to resolve the remaining FFS.




2	Discussion

In the typical eNB implementation transmission inactivity timer is implemented. When the inactivity timer expires the eNB triggers the RRC Connection Release procedure. By using the Release Assistance Indication (RAI) procedure the connection release may be triggered without waiting the transmission inactivity timer to expire. From the UE battery consumption point of view the release of the RRC connection is beneficial immediately after the data transmission is finished. When the UL/DL data transmission is finished, the UE can transmit the RAI which may be used by the eNB for determining whether to release the RRC connection.
For the connection control purposes, it is important to avoid unnecessary and expensive CONNECTED<->IDLE state transitions. Therefore, the RRC connection should not be released too early i.e. if the next transmission takes place soon. For these reasons the time value for the near future needs to long enough and known for the eNB. It is already agreed that “near future” is in the time frame of the 10s of seconds. Based on these we propose the following:

Proposal 1: The UE estimation for the “near future” DL/UL transmission is defined as 100 seconds in the 3GPP TS 36.321

3	Conclusion
Based on the discussion we propose the following:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposal 1: The UE estimation for the “near future” DL/UL transmission is defined as 100 seconds in the 3GPP TS 36.321
The CR capturing the proposal 1 is provided in [2] 
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