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In 3GPP TSG-RAN WG2#97bis, the following agreements have been made:

Agreements:
1: Secondary Node Addition is used when there is no SN configured and is only initiated by the MN.
2: The recipient node of SN Release cannot reject the request.
3: Intra-SN mobility can trigger a SN modification request by the SN to MN.
FFS which scenarios require MN involvement and which don't.
4: For LTE-NR DC, MN handover can happen without SN node change.
5: The master node could initiate the intra-secondary node change for the following purposes: bearer type change, security key update, inter-MeNB handover without secondary node change.

In this contribution, we discuss the remaining aspects of SCG release procedure.. 
Discussion
For SCG release, it has been agreed that both Secondary Node (SN) and Master Node (MN) can trigger the release procedure. In the previous RAN2 meeting [1], it was captured that request for SCG release can not be rejected by the receiving entity. However, it is not clear how SCG release request is transmitted to the UE.
The first question to consider is whether SCG release command is transmitted using SCG SRB (as a standalone SN RRC message) or MCG SRB (MN RRC message or MN RRC + SN RRC message). When SCG failure occurs (e.g. RLF or SCG change failure), it is reasonable to assume that UE no longer has access to SCG SRB based transmission. Hence, for such scenarios it is evident that MCG SRB would be used to transmit SCG release message to the UE.
MCG SRB has to carry SCG release message to the UE at least for the case when SCG failure occurs.
The decision to allow SCG SRB to carry SCG release message depends on the reliability/delay requirement of the release command and its overall complexity on the network operation. 
We believe that there are cases where carrying a SCG release message using SCG SRB can have confliciting behaviour when MN/SN also transmits a reconfiguration message using MCG SRB within a short duration of SCG release message transmission. For example:
1) MN/SN transmits a SCG reconfiguration message using MCG SRB prior to SCG release message transmission by SN, but due to delay experienced in MCG radio link, UE receives the former message after the reception of the SCG release command.
2) MN transmits a configuration message (e.g. measurement configuration), which is in conflict with SCG configuration, after transmission of SCG release message by SN, but UE receives the MN RRC message prior to reception of release command due to delay observed in SCG radio link.
Although, these kind of complications may not occur frequently, but may cause unpredictable UE behvaiour. Also, as there is no strict delay requirement associated with the transmission of release message, but reliability needs to be ensured, it is preferable that SCG release message is only transmitted using MCG SRB.
The SCG release message is transmitted to UE using only MCG SRB (i.e. SCG SRB is not used to transmit SCG release message).
In LTE, SCG release message can contain DRB configuration as well, which is required to change any remaining SCG DRBs or split DRBs to MCG DRBs. Since, similar requirement is expected as well for releasing SCG connection for LTE-NR interworking, SCG release message can contain DRB and/or SRB configuration.
SCG release message can contain SRB and/or DRB configuration in order to change SCG bearers and/or split bearers to MCG bearers.
Since, it has already been agreed that MN can initiate SCG bearer type change [1], the updated DRB/SRB configuration during release message can be provided by the MN itself without assistance of SN (i.e. there seems to be no requirement of encapsulating an SN RRC message within the MN). However, this can be further studied if SN is required to reconfigure the UE or to send any other information.
SCG release message can be generated by MN without encapsulating an SN RRC message.
Conclusion
Following observations and proposals are made in this paper:
Observation 1	MCG SRB has to carry SCG release message to the UE at least for the case of SCG failure.
Proposal 1:	The SCG release message is transmitted to UE using only MCG SRB (i.e. SCG SRB is not used to transmit SCG release message).
Proposal 2:	SCG release message can contain SRB and/or DRB configuration in order to change SCG bearers and/or split bearers to MCG bearers.
Proposal 3:	SCG release message can be generated by MN without encapsulating an SN RRC message.
[bookmark: _Toc423020280]Reference
[1] R2-170xxxx, “Report of 3GPP TSG RAN2 meeting #97bis, Spokane, USA”, ETSI MCC
