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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 thanks RAN3 for its LS on RAN support for network slicing. RAN2 discussed the question from RAN3 and would like to provide the following feedback.

Action 1: Could RAN2 inform RAN3 about the expected RRC size constraints with regards to UE-provided slicing-related information during RRC connection establishment? In particular RAN3 would like to know if RAN can expect to receive a full NSSAI from the UE or a more limited amount of assistance information to select the correct CN instance and to apply early resource handling policies.
[RAN2 answer]:  
It is the understanding of RAN2 that the assistance information used for the AMF selection would be provided in the RRC connection setup complete message (i.e. “MSG5”), similar to how DCN ID is handled in LTE today.

The RRC connection setup complete message is sent on SRB1 which supports both segmentation and re-transmission, so in general there is no hard size constraint on the message. However, it is still beneficial to try to reduce the message size to minimize the transmission time and the connection setup latency. This is particularly important in the connection setup phase when the link adaptation may not have fully converged yet. For these reasons it is preferred if the assistance information is made as short as possible and only includes the minimum amount information required for the AMF selection (e.g. parts of the NSSAI or a new short indicator).
It is also the understanding of RAN2 that the assistance information (for the purpose of AMF selection) only needs to be provided at Attach and TAU and not for SR. For SR the Temp ID assigned to the UE at network registration is sufficient for the gNB to select the correct AMF. Furthermore, when the UE starts from Inactive and the RRC connection is resumed, no assistance information needs to be provided either since in this case the Accepted NSSAI can be assumed to be stored as part of the UE context.
2. Actions:

To RAN3
ACTION: 
RAN2 kindly asks RAN3 to take information above into account and provide feedback if any. 
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