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1. Introduction
It is FFS whether the Master Node can initiate the change of Secondary Node [1]. This paper addresses this issue taking into account the UE measurement configuration setting and load balancing perspective and proposes that this case should be allowed in the specification. 
2. Discussion
The main difference of the Secondary Node function in LTE DC and E-UTRAN – NR (EN) DC is the RRC/RRM capability. In LTE DC, although SN has RRM functionality and has autonomous right to decide its own RRM resources, it does not have the ability to generate and set its own RRC for the necessary RRM measurements, whereas in EN DC, it is possible for SN to do so.  In terms of RRM measurement configuration in relation to SN change, figure 1 shows the possible RRM measurements configuration setting in MN and (candidate) SN.
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Figure 1: RRM measurement configuration in MN and SN

As captured in [1], the SN is able to initiate SN change, in which case the RRM measurements configuration is set and maintained by the SN which also processes the relevant UE measurements reporting. This is shown also in figure 1 where the SN#1 may configure RRM measurements e.g., PSCell based Event A3 or A5, to another candidate SN (SN#2). Since the SN#1 will also process the relevant UE measurement report, the SN#1 is able to initiate a change of PSCell to another SN.

To address whether MN is allowed to initiate a SN change, let us look at the RRM measurements configuration that are set by the MN towards other cell. In SN addition case, the MN is likely to set and maintain RRM measurements configuration to a different number of cells in different candidate SNs, e.g., PCell based event A3 or A5. In this case, the MN has the knowledge whether SN#1 is better than SN#2. In case where the MN has already using SN#1 for EN-DC, the MN can use this knowledge to decide whether changing the SN is beneficial, especially when MN has the knowledge of load condition in each (cell of the ) SN. Therefore, we are of the opinion that the MN should be allowed to initiate SN change procedure. 

Proposal: MN should be allowed to initiate SN change procedure

3. Summary and Proposal
The issue of whether Master Node can initiate the change of Secondary Node was addressed from RRM measurement configuration setting and load balancing purposes. The following was proposed:

Proposal: MN should be allowed to initiate SN change procedure
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