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Discussion
The purpose of this contribution is to establish the high-level principles for the drafting of 38.300.
Over a span of ~10 years, the LTE Stage 2 has well served its purpose and the need for an overall re-design does not seem justified. As a matter of fact, the LTE TR 25.813 (Stage 2 precursor) was already used as the basis for the NR TR 38.804.
Proposal 1: use 36.300 structure as basis for 38.300 - this does not preclude adjustments whenever needed.
RAN2 work straddling the working areas of multiple working groups (RAN1, RAN3, CT1, SA2, SA3…), it is important for the consistency of the overall system to capture in 38.300, the stage 2 descriptions of all aspects affecting RAN2.
Proposal 2: 38.300 should still be the one specification providing an overview of the radio system by describing all aspects affecting radio protocols (i.e. 38.300 should include overviews of L1, CN functional split, security, 5GC interfaces…).
This should however not extend to the network interfaces procedures, which have turned out to be a burden to maintain across RAN2 and RAN3, with around 60 pages dedicated to S1/X2 interfaces in the latest LTE release. The Stage 2 aspects of network interfaces should therefore be limited to an overview and not include the procedures. Those aspects should be captured by RAN3 in a RAN3 specification.
Proposal 3: do not capture network interfaces procedures in 38.300.
The terminology and handling of NG-RAN specifications was discussed at RAN#74 in RP-162518. The rapporteur’s understanding is that 38.300 will describe both NG-RAN and NR but not LTE connected to 5GC. This means that unlike in E-UTRAN, the one-to-one mapping between E-UTRAN and E-UTRA disappears and NR is a subset of NG-RAN (the other set being LTE).
Proposal 4: confirm that 38.300 will describe both NG-RAN and NR but not LTE connected to 5GC.

