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4.3.2
Control plane

The figure below shows the protocol stack for the control-plane, where:

-
PDCP sublayer (terminated in eNB on the network side) performs the functions listed for the control plane in subclause 6, e.g. ciphering and integrity protection;

-
RLC and MAC sublayers (terminated in eNB on the network side) perform the same functions as for the user plane;

-
RRC (terminated in eNB on the network side) performs the functions listed in subclause 7, e.g.:

-
Broadcast;

-
Paging;

-
RRC connection management;

-
RB control;

-
Mobility functions;

-
UE measurement reporting and control, except for NB-IoT.

-
NAS control protocol (terminated in MME on the network side) performs among other things:

-
EPS bearer management;

-
Authentication;

-
ECM-IDLE mobility handling;

-
Paging origination in ECM-IDLE;

-
Security control.

NOTE 1:
The NAS control protocol is not covered by the scope of this TS and is only mentioned for information.
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Figure 4.3.2-1: Control-plane protocol stack
NOTE 2:
For a NB-IoT UE that supports data transfer via the control plane, as defined in TS 24.301 [20] only, PDCP is bypassed. For a NB-IoT UE that supports both Control Plane CIoT EPS optimizations and User Plane CIoT EPS optimizations, as defined in TS 24.301 [20], PDCP is also bypassed (i.e. not used) until AS security is activated.
	 Next change


6
Layer 2

Layer 2 is split into the following sublayers: Medium Access Control (MAC), Radio Link Control (RLC) and Packet Data Convergence Protocol (PDCP). 

This subclause gives a high level description of the Layer 2 sub-layers in terms of services and functions. The three figures below depict the PDCP/RLC/MAC architecture for downlink, uplink and Sidelink, where:

-
Service Access Points (SAP) for peer-to-peer communication are marked with circles at the interface between sublayers. The SAP between the physical layer and the MAC sublayer provides the transport channels. The SAPs between the MAC sublayer and the RLC sublayer provide the logical channels.

-
The multiplexing of several logical channels (i.e. radio bearers) on the same transport channel (i.e. transport block) is performed by the MAC sublayer;
-
In both uplink and downlink, when neither CA nor DC are configured, only one transport block is generated per TTI in the absence of spatial multiplexing;

-
In Sidelink, only one transport block is generated per TTI.
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Figure 6-1: Layer 2 Structure for DL
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Figure 6-2: Layer 2 Structure for UL

NOTE 1:
The eNB may not be able to guarantee that a L2 buffer overflow will never occur. If such overflow occurs, UE may discard packets in the L2 buffer.
NOTE 2:
For a NB-IoT UE that supports data transfer via the control plane, as defined in TS 24.301 [20] only, PDCP is bypassed. For a NB-IoT UE that supports both Control Plane CIoT EPS optimizations and User Plane CIoT EPS optimizations, as defined in TS 24.301 [20], PDCP is also bypassed (i.e. not used) until AS security is activated.
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Figure 6-3: Layer 2 Structure for Sidelink
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6.1.2
Logical Channels

Different kinds of data transfer services as offered by MAC. Each logical channel type is defined by what type of information is transferred.

A general classification of logical channels is into two groups:

-
Control Channels (for the transfer of control plane information);

-
Traffic Channels (for the transfer of user plane information).

There is one MAC entity per CG. MAC generally consists of several function blocks (transmission scheduling functions, per UE functions, MBMS functions, MAC control functions, transport block generation…). Transparent Mode is only applied to BCCH, BR-BCCH, PCCH and SBCCH.
NOTE:
For a NB-IoT UE that only uses control plane for data transfer, as defined in TS 24.301 [20], there is only one dedicated logical channel per UE.
	Next change


6.1.2.2
Traffic Channels

Traffic channels are used for the transfer of user plane information only. The traffic channels offered by MAC are:

-
Dedicated Traffic Channel (DTCH)


A Dedicated Traffic Channel (DTCH) is a point-to-point channel, dedicated to one UE, for the transfer of user information. A DTCH can exist in both uplink and downlink. DTCH is not supported for a NB-IoT UE that only uses control plane for data transfer, as defined in TS 24.301 [20].
-
Multicast Traffic Channel (MTCH)


A point-to-multipoint downlink channel for transmitting traffic data from the network to the UE. This channel is only used by UEs that receive MBMS. 
-
Single-Cell Multicast Traffic Channel (SC-MTCH)

A point-to-multipoint downlink channel for transmitting traffic data from the network to the UE using SC-PTM transmission. This channel is only used by UEs that receive MBMS using SC-PTM.
· Sidelink Traffic Channel (STCH)


A Sidelink Traffic Channel (STCH) is a point-to-multipoint channel, for transfer of user information from one UE to other UE(s). This channel is used only by sidelink communication capable UEs. Point-to-point communication between two sidelink communication capable UEs is also realized with an STCH.
	Next change


6.2.1
Services and Functions

The main services and functions of the RLC sublayer include:

-
Transfer of upper layer PDUs;

-
Error Correction through ARQ (only for AM data transfer);

-
Concatenation, segmentation and reassembly of RLC SDUs (only for UM and AM data transfer);

-
Re-segmentation of RLC data PDUs (only for AM data transfer);

-
Reordering of RLC data PDUs (only for UM and AM data transfer);

-
Duplicate detection (only for UM and AM data transfer);

-
Protocol error detection (only for AM data transfer);

-
RLC SDU discard (only for UM and AM data transfer);

-
RLC re-establishment, except for a NB-IoT UE that only uses control plane for data transfer, as defined in TS 24.301 [20];
For NB-IoT, RLC UM is not supported.

	Next change


6.3.1
Services and Functions

Except for NB-IoT, the main services and functions of the PDCP sublayer for the user plane include:

-
Header compression and decompression: ROHC only;

-
Transfer of user data;

-
In-sequence delivery of upper layer PDUs at PDCP re-establishment procedure for RLC AM;
-
For split bearers in DC and LWA bearers (only support for RLC AM): PDCP PDU routing for transmission and PDCP PDU reordering for reception;

-
Duplicate detection of lower layer SDUs at PDCP re-establishment procedure for RLC AM;

-
Retransmission of PDCP SDUs at handover and, for split bearers in DC and LWA bearers, of PDCP PDUs at PDCP data-recovery procedure, for RLC AM;

-
Ciphering and deciphering;

-
Timer-based SDU discard in uplink. 
For NB-IoT UE when AS security is activated, the main services and functions of the PDCP sublayer for the user plane include:
-
Header compression and decompression: ROHC only;

-
Transfer of user data;

-
In-sequence delivery of upper layer PDUs at PDCP re-establishment procedure for RLC AM;
-
Duplicate detection of lower layer SDUs at PDCP re-establishment procedure for RLC AM;

-
Ciphering and deciphering;

-
Timer-based SDU discard in uplink.

NOTE 1:
When compared to UTRAN, the lossless DL RLC PDU size change is not required.

The main services and functions of the PDCP for the control plane include:

-
Ciphering and Integrity Protection;

-
Transfer of control plane data.
NOTE 2:
For a NB-IoT UE that supports data transfer via the control plane, as defined in TS 24.301 [20] only, PDCP is bypassed. For a NB-IoT UE that supports both Control Plane CIoT EPS optimizations and User Plane CIoT EPS optimizations, as defined in TS 24.301 [20], PDCP is not used until AS security is activated.
	Next change


7.3a.2
Control Plane CIoT EPS optimizations
The RRC connection established for data transfer via control plane, as defined in TS 24.301 [20] only is characterized as below:

-
A UL NAS signalling message or UL NAS message carrying data can be transmitted in a UL RRC container message (see Figure 7.3a.2-1). A DL NAS signaling or DL NAS data can be transmitted in a DL RRC container message;

-
for NB-IoT:

-
RRC connection reconfiguration and RRC connection re-establishment are not supported;
-
Data radio bearer (DRB) is not used;
-
AS security is not used;

-
There is no differentiation between the different data types (i.e. IP, non-IP or SMS) in the AS.
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Figure 7.3a.2-1: The RRC connection established for Control Plane CIoT EPS Optimizations
	 Next change


10.1.5
Random Access Procedure

The random access procedure is characterized by:

-
Common procedure for FDD and TDD;

-
One procedure irrespective of cell size and the number of serving cells when CA is configured;

The random access procedure is performed for the following events related to the PCell:

-
Initial access from RRC_IDLE;

-
RRC Connection Re-establishment procedure, except for NB-IoT UE that only uses control plane for data transfer, as defined in TS 24.301 [20] only;
-
Handover, except for NB-IoT;
[… Remaining text in this subclause omitted …]
	 Next change


10.1.6
Radio Link Failure

Two phases govern the behaviour associated to radio link failure as shown on Figure 10.1.6-1:

-
First phase:

-
started upon radio problem detection;

-
leads to radio link failure detection;

-
no UE-based mobility;

-
based on timer or other (e.g. counting) criteria (T1).
-
Second Phase:

-
started upon radio link failure detection or handover failure;

-
leads to RRC_IDLE;

-
UE-based mobility;

-
Timer based (T2).
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Figure 10.1.6-1: Radio Link Failure

Table 10.1.6-1 below describes how mobility is handled with respect to radio link failure:

Table 10.1.6-1: Mobility and Radio Link Failure

	Cases
	First Phase
	Second Phase
	T2 expired

	UE returns to the same cell
	Continue as if no radio problems occurred
	Activity is resumed by means of explicit signalling between UE and eNB
	Go via RRC_IDLE

	UE selects a different cell from the same eNB
	N/A
	Activity is resumed by means of explicit signalling between UE and eNB
	Go via RRC_IDLE

	UE selects a cell of a prepared eNB (NOTE)
	N/A
	Activity is resumed by means of explicit signalling between UE and eNB
	Go via RRC_IDLE

	UE selects a cell of a different eNB that is not prepared (NOTE)
	N/A
	Go via RRC_IDLE
	Go via RRC_IDLE

	NOTE:
a prepared eNB is an eNB which has admitted the UE during an earlier executed HO preparation phase, or obtains the UE context during the Second Phase.


For a NB-IoT UE that only uses control plane for data transfer, as defined in TS 24.301 [20], at the end of the first phase, the UE enters RRC_IDLE (there is no second phase).

[… Remaining text in this subclause omitted …]
	End of  change
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