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1
Introduction
During RAN#71 plenary meeting it was agreed to evaluate potential scenarios, which would require enhancements to the UE-to-Network Relay feature specified in 3GPP Rel-13. In [1] it is further explained that “the study is targeting licensed spectrum only for commercial (in-coverage scenario) and public safety cases (both in-coverage and out-of-coverage scenarios)”. In this paper we would like to bring to RAN2’s attention certain issues that needs further discussion if we are going to consider new Relay solution in Rel-14 also for the public safety use case.
2
Discussion
First of all it has to be noted that UE-to-Network Relay in Rel-13 and D2D Communication so far are targeted for public safety use case only. The solutions designed for public safety use case did not take into account, rather intentionally, future requirements for commercial use cases. So it is important to ensure that any solutions designed for commercial use cases in Rel-14, due to requirements unique to commercial use cases, DO NOT result in those solutions that are specifically designed for commercial use cases being also applied for public safety use as they are not guaranteed to be natural extensions of solutions already designed for public safety use case in Rel-13 and earlier releases. If we were to do that it will result in different solution possibilities for public safety deployments, one based on Rel-13 and one based on later releases and this results in market fragmentation. This in turn will prevent economies of scale which can only be achieved by having a common solution for public safety deployments. If RAN2 decides to specify a new Relay solution in Rel-14 it is crucial to ensure that Rel-13 and Rel-14 can coexist in the same network and that any solution to be specified builds upon current framework and is backwards compatible with the existing one.
Proposal 1: RAN2 shall avoid fragmentation of solutions for public safety due to different solutions that address the same requirements e.g. UE-to-Network relay, in Rel-14 and earlier releases. In case different solutions to meet the same requirements are introduced in Rel-14, RAN2 should confirm whether the assumption is that these different solutions are expected to co-exist in the same network and be compatible with each other.
Next, we would like to stress that (as mentioned in SID also) for the following two RAN WGs meetings, the goal is solely to “evaluate scenarios in RAN2 considering progress in SA WGs”. It is important to make sure that any proposals, which may emerge in RAN2 in the future are aligned with and justified by service requirements specified by SA1. So it is important to liaise with SA1 and understand the progress so far in SA1 and also to avoid redundant work on scenario evaluations in RAN2 and SA1. Only after definitive need of enhancing Relay operation is identified by SA and RAN WGs and the requirements understood, we shall proceed with solutions proposals and evaluations. 

Proposal 2: RAN2 to send LS to SA1 and ask for progress made in SA1 so far on requirements and scenarios for Rel-14 further enhancements on D2D. RAN2 shall provide their input on scenarios considered to SA1.

3
Summary
RAN2 is kindly asked to discuss and agree below proposals.
RAN2 shall avoid fragmentation of solutions for public safety due to different solutions that address the same requirements e.g. UE-to-Network relay, in Rel-14 and earlier releases. In case different solutions to meet the same requirements are introduced in Rel-14, RAN2 should confirm whether the assumption is that these different solutions are expected to co-exist in the same network and be compatible with each other. Proposal 2: RAN2 to send LS to SA1 and ask for progress made in SA1 so far on requirements and scenarios for Rel-14 further enhancements on D2D. RAN2 shall provide their input on scenarios considered to SA1.
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