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1. Introduction
During the Release-12 work on 3GPP/WLAN radio interworking RAN2 have discussed whether the RAN rules specified in TS 36.304 and TS 25.304 shall be implemented in the access stratum or not. The general consensus in RAN2 was that even though we define the RAN rules in the access stratum specifications this is just a model used for standardization purposes and the implementation is free to follow any model, as long as it is compliant with the specifications. However, this understanding was not captured and since the RAN rules are defined in the access stratum specifications this may be interpreted as mandating implementation of the RAN rules in the access stratum.

In this contribution we propose to clarify that this is not the case.
2. Discussion
During the Release-12 work on 3GPP/WLAN radio interworking RAN2 have discussed whether the RAN rules specified in TS 36.304 and TS 25.304 shall be implemented in the access stratum or not. In particular, during the RAN2#86 meeting in Seoul, a related discussion took place based on the R2-142579 [6] contribution and the following agreement was captured in the meeting minutes [5]: “Change “AS indicates to higher layers” to “UE indicates to higher layer”” (referring to the text of the TS 36.304 CR on the outcome of the RAN rules evaluation.
In the online discussion that triggered the above agreement the general consensus in RAN2 was that even though we define the RAN rules in the access stratum specifications this is just a model used for standardization purposes and the implementation is free to follow any model, as long as it is compliant with the specifications. However, this understanding was never properly documented. In fact, since the RAN rules and the associated UE behaviour is described in TS 36.304, TS 36.331, TS 25.304 and TS 25.331 which are considered access stratum specifications and typically implemented in the baseband, the reader may assume that 3GPP does mandate implementation of the RAN rules in certain protocol layer (access stratum), whereas this was not the intention, as evident from the TS 36.304 and TS 25.304 running CR change quoted above “Change “AS indicates to higher layers” to “UE indicates to higher layer””.
Therefore, we propose to add a clarification explaining that the definition of the RAN rules and the associated UE behaviour in the access stratum specifications is merely a model used by 3GPP for ease of standardization, which does not mandate any specific UE implementation.

Proposal 1: Add a clarification explaining that the definition of the RAN rules and the associated UE behaviour in the access stratum specifications is merely a model used by 3GPP for ease of standardization, which does not mandate any specific UE implementation.
3. Conclusion and Proposals
Based on the discussion above, we propose:
Proposal 1: Add a clarification explaining that the definition of the RAN rules and the associated UE behaviour in the access stratum specifications is merely a model used by 3GPP for ease of standardization, which does not mandate any specific UE implementation.

Such clarification may be captured e.g. in TS 36.300 and TS 25.300 as follows:

	                                                                                     First Change


23.6.2
Access network selection and traffic steering rules

The UE indicates to upper layers when (and for which WLAN identifiers) access network selection and traffic steering rules defined in TS 36.304 [11] are fulfilled. The selection among WLANs that fulfil the access network selection and traffic steering rules is up to UE implementation.

When the UE applies the access network selection and traffic steering rules defined in TS 36.304 [11], it performs traffic steering between E-UTRAN and WLAN with APN granularity.
NOTE: The access network selection and traffic steering rules defined in TS 36.304 [11] rules may be implemented in AS or NAS.
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