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1. Introduction

The support of UL bear split has been removed from Rel-12 in RAN2#85bis, and it has been agreed that the link UE transmits UL PDCP data shall be configured by the network via RRC signalling. The intention of this contribution is to give a further discussion on the signalling of UL direction change in bear split.
2. Discussion
Which eNB can initiate the UL direction change in bear split?
The SeNB modification procedure can be triggered by both SeNB and MeNB, and the signalling flow captured in the draft stage 2 CR [1] can be found as follow for information.
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Figure 10.1.2.X.2-1: SeNB Modification procedure - MeNB initiated.
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Figure 10.1.X.2-2: SeNB Modification procedure - SeNB initiated.
From the figure above, we can see the eNB modification procedure can be initiated by both MeNB and SeNB, and the intention of this section is to clarify whether the UL direction change procedure can be initiated by both MeNB and SeNB as well. 

Based on the purpose of UL direction change, the initiation of UL change procedure can be divided into two types: inbound and outbound.

· Inbound UL change: One eNB trigger the procedure to change the UL direction from another eNB to itself.

· Outbound UL change: One eNB trigger the procedure to change the UL direction to another eNB.
For the Inbound UL change, considering only the MeNB has enough measurement result to make the decision, we propose that only the MeNB can initiate the inbound UL change procedure.
For the outbound UL change, since the outbound UL change may be initiated for the load control, we propose that both MeNB and SeNB can initiate the outbound UL change procedure.

Proposal 1: Only MeNB is allowed to initiate the inbound UL change procedure (i.e. move the UL transmission from another eNB to itself), and both MeNB and SeNB are allowed to initiate the outbound UL change procedure (i.e. move the UL transmission from itself to another eNB).

Whether the initiated UL direction change procedure can be rejected by the reception node?
It has been agreed in RAN2#85BIS that “MeNB can reject the SeNB modification, and SeNB can reject the MeNB triggered SeNB modification”, and in this section we will discuss whether this general rule should apply to the SeNB modification for UL direction change.
For the UL change from MeNB to SeNB initiated by MeNB, since the SeNB may be not able to accept the UL transmission due to load or some other reason, the SeNB should be allowed to reject the UL transmission change from MeNB to SeNB initiated by MeNB.

Proposal 2: The SeNB should be allowed to reject the UL change from MeNB to SeNB initiated by MeNB.
For the UL change from SeNB to MeNB initiated by MeNB, considering the MeNB is the control node in the dual connectivity operation and has enough information to make the decision, the SeNB shall not reject the UL change from SeNB to MeNB initiated by MeNB.
Proposal 3: The SeNB shall not reject the UL change from SeNB to MeNB initiated by MeNB.
For the UL change from SeNB to MeNB initiated by SeNB, considering the procedure may be initiated due to the load control, in which case the quality of UL transmission cannot be guaranteed if the UL transmission remains in SeNB, the MeNB shall not reject the UL transmission change from SeNB to MeNB initiated by SeNB.
Based on the analysis above, we give our proposal as:

Proposal 4: The MeNB shall not reject the UL change from SeNB to MeNB initiated by SeNB.
3. Conclusions
RAN2 is kindly asked to discuss the issues listed above and consider the proposals as follow:

Proposal 1: Only MeNB is allowed to initiate the inbound UL change procedure (i.e. move the UL transmission from another eNB to itself), and both MeNB and SeNB are allowed to initiate the outbound UL change procedure (i.e. move the UL transmission from itself to another eNB).

Proposal 2: The SeNB should be allowed to reject the UL change from MeNB to SeNB initiated by MeNB.
Proposal 3: The SeNB shall not reject the UL change from SeNB to MeNB initiated by MeNB.
Proposal 4: The MeNB shall not reject the UL change from SeNB to MeNB initiated by SeNB.
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