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1 Introduction
 It is agreed at last RAN2#87bis meeting that radio bearer type is changed by SCG change. And during email discussion [87bis#00], rapporteur also captured that radio bearer type can be also changed via SeNB addition and SeNB release. After checking the impact on user plane by the SCG change, we now intend to believe we need revisit this issue again.
2 Summary of radio bearer type change
Radio bearer type change could be categorized into two types from SeNB point of view:

1, Inbound radio bearer change i.e. to change MCG bearer to SCG bearer or split bearer 

2, Outbound radio bearer change i.e. to change SCG bearer or split bearer to MCG bearer

For inbound radio bearer change, to use SCG change procedure can simplify the procedure due to two reasons:

Reason A:  for the intended radio bearer, UP establishment/re-establishment is anyway needed while SCG change procedure can do this already. If SCG change is not used, then one more new procedure need be introduced to do DRB specific UP establishment/re-establishment. But RAN2 already agreed that only normal RRC connection reconfiguration and SCG change procedure will be supported in R12.
Reason B: For inter-MeNB SCG change, all kinds of DRB type change will be done via SCG change procedure no matter it is inbound or outbound radio bearer change.
But for the outbound change without real changing SeNB, these two reasons actually don’t exist. When split bearer is changed to MCG bearer, UE need to continue the PDCP reordering to avoid impacting other radio bearer on MeNB. UE will re-establish SCG RLC entity and release it. At last meeting it is also agreed 

It is up to NW implementation whether and when to stop transmitting/receiving to/from the UE when triggering reconfigurations or “SCG Change”

So synchronization between UE and SeNB is not needed to do the re-establishment and release action of SCG RLC entity. 
When SCG bearer is changed to be MCG bearer, PDCP/RLC re-establishment will be done in MeNB side for this specific radio bearer. While on SeNB same story occurs i.e. synchronization between UE and SeNB is also not needed. The observation1 can be also applied to SCG bearer to MCG bearer change.

Observation1: no synchronization between UE and SeNB is needed for outbound radio bearer change on SeNB side.
Because no synchronization between UE and SeNB is needed, basically normal RRC reconfiguration procedure can work for outbound radio bearer change. And the UP action on MeNB side is exactly the same.

Observation2: normal RRC reconfiguration procedure can work for outbound radio bearer change, and the UP action on MeNB side is exactly the same

 If SCG change procedure is used, one of the consequences is all the remaining radio bearers on SeNB need do PDCP/RLC re-establishment which is completely not necessary.

Observation3: SCG change for outbound radio bearer change result in unnecessary PDCP/RLC re-establishment for remaining radio bearer on SeNB

Based on above 3 observations, we propose:

Proposal: normal RRC connection reconfiguration instead of SCG change procedure is used to reconfigure split/SCG radio bearer to MCG radio bearer if SeNB is not changed.
3 Conclusion:

Observation1: no synchronization between UE and SeNB is needed for outbound radio bearer change on SeNB side.
Observation2: normal RRC reconfiguration procedure can work for outbound radio bearer change, and the UP action on MeNB side is exactly the same

Observation3: SCG change for outbound radio bearer change result in unnecessary PDCP/RLC re-establishment for remaining radio bearer on SeNB

Proposal: normal RRC connection reconfiguration instead of SCG change procedure is used to reconfigure split/SCG radio bearer to MCG radio bearer if SeNB is not changed.
Corresponding text proposal is provided in [2].
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