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Discussion and decision
1 Introduction

This contribution discusses the selection of the pSCell and the roles of MeNB and SeNB regarding this, and how they may need to interact. We have a slight preference for SeNB based selection, possibly with the MeNB providing assistance, as we think the SeNB should control the SCG configuration as much as possible.
2 Discussion

The selection of the pSCell is an issue that may require some coordination between MeNB and SeNB. As this aspect may affect the SCG establishment and HO procedures, it seems appropriate to consider this issue now. Some considerations:

· 
The SeNB may need to be involved in order to take the availability of e.g. PUCCH resources into account

· 
In case the pSCell has to meet an additional radio link quality criterion, the MeNB needs to be involved (as MeNB handles the RRM measurements)

· 
From the latest SA3 LS, we understand that the derivation of the KeNBs does not use the PCI of an SCG cell as one of its inputs i.e. there is no need for MeNB to know the pSCell for the purpose of security.

· 
Given that HO may be time critical, it may actually preferrable to release the SCG upon HO and re-establish it after HO completion

Assuming that in general it would be preferrable for the SeNB to control the SCG configuration as much as possible, it may be good to consider how this objective could be realised:

· 
The MeNB could assist the SeNB with measurement information i.e. by providing the SeNB with a list of SCG cells meeting the pSCell measurement criterion (i.e. the set from which the SeNB can make a selection)
Note 1:
This assistance is assumed to be transferred using a UE specific procedure as RRM measurements are UE specific. The information may be transferred whenever the list of candidate cells changes, although an MeNB implementation might decide not to transfer some changes that it considers to be not essential for the SeNB to be aware of.
In case it is however preferred for the MeNB to decide the pSCell, the SeNB could likewise indicate the potential candidates to assist the selection by the MeNB i.e. as follows:
· 
The SeNB could assist the MeNB with information regarding resource availability i.e. by providing the MeNB with a list of SCG cells having sufficient resources avaible to be configured as pSCell (i.e. the set from which the MeNB can make a selection)

· 
This could be implemented by means of a global procedure (i.e. not UE specific), also meaning the information should always be available i.e. would not delay SCG establishment/ handover
It is noted that the assistance procedures by which one eNB provides a list of candidate pCells, as discussed in the previous, is considered being a relatively slow procedure i.e. the assistance info would be provided only if there is a real need for the peer node to be informed.

Note 2:
The resource availability is not UE specific and hence may be transferred using a global procedure/ message. However, to achieve a proper distribution of UEs across the candidate cells, the MeNB may need to e.g. randomly select a cell from the candidate list.

3 Conclusion & recommendation
This contribution discusses the selection of the pSCell, the aspects affecting this and which eNB shoud decide the pSCell. We have a slight preference for SeNB based selection, possibly with the MeNB providing assistance, as we think the SeNB should control the SCG configuration as much as possible. RAN2 is requested to discuss and conclude the issue.
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