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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 would like to thank RAN5 for their LS regarding the placing of single-byte or two-byte padding in a MAC PDU. In the LS, RAN2 was asked to provide guidance on whether single-byte or two-byte padding at the end of the MAC PDU when this is achievable is allowed or not.
After discussion, RAN2 has concluded that; 
1) The intended UE behaviour according to the MAC specification is whenever single-byte or two-byte padding is required this should be done in the beginning of the MAC PDU;
2)   Having in mind that such an implementation of padding at the end seems not to cause any practical problem in real life networks, RAN2 recommendation to RAN5 is that for existing test cases currently allowing padding at the end, the padding at the end can be kept. 
In this context RAN2 would like to inform RAN5 that RAN2 discussion included the aspect of possible correction of the existing MAC padding test case 7.1.4.10, i.e. whether to allow 1 or 2 bytes padding in beginning or end in all releases (i.e. keeping the test case as it is), or mandate 1 or 2 bytes padding in the beginning from Rel-10 onwards (i.e. replacing the test case with a new one from Rel.10 onwards). But RAN2 was not able to reach consensus on that aspect.

2. Actions:

To RAN5 group.

ACTION: 
RAN2 asks RAN5 to take above RAN2 conclusion into account in their further discussion on MAC padding test case 7.1.4.10. 
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN2 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #81bis
15 – 19 April 2013

Chicago, USA
TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #82
20 – 24 May 2013

Fukuoka, Japan
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