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5
Physical Layer for E-UTRA

Downlink and uplink transmissions are organized into radio frames with 10 ms duration. Two radio frame structures are supported:

-
Type 1, applicable to FDD,

-
Type 2, applicable to TDD.

Frame structure Type 1 is illustrated in Figure 5.1-1. Each 10 ms radio frame is divided into ten equally sized sub-frames. Each sub-frame consists of two equally sized slots. For FDD, 10 subframes are available for downlink transmission and 10 subframes are available for uplink transmissions in each 10 ms interval. Uplink and downlink transmissions are separated in the frequency domain.
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Figure 5.1-1: Frame structure type 1

Frame structure Type 2 is illustrated in Figure 5.1-2. Each 10 ms radio frame consists of two half-frames of 5 ms each. Each half-frame consists of eight slots of length 0.5 ms and three special fields: DwPTS, GP and UpPTS. The length of DwPTS and UpPTS is configurable subject to the total length of DwPTS, GP and UpPTS being equal to 1ms. Both 5ms and 10ms switch-point periodicity are supported. Subframe 1 in all configurations and subframe 6 in configuration with 5ms switch-point periodicity consist of DwPTS, GP and UpPTS. Subframe 6 in configuration with 10ms switch-point periodicity consists of DwPTS only. All other subframes consist of two equally sized slots.

For TDD, GP is reserved for downlink to uplink transition. Other Subframes/Fields are assigned for either downlink or uplink transmission. Uplink and downlink transmissions are separated in the time domain.
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Figure 5.1-2: Frame structure type 2 (for 5ms switch-point periodicity)

Table 5.1-1: Uplink-downlink allocations.

	Configuration
	Switch-point periodicity
	Subframe number

	
	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	0
	5 ms
	D
	S
	U
	U
	U
	D
	S
	U
	U
	U

	1
	5 ms
	D
	S
	U
	U
	D
	D
	S
	U
	U
	D

	2
	5 ms
	D
	S
	U
	D
	D
	D
	S
	U
	D
	D

	3
	10 ms
	D
	S
	U
	U
	U
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D

	4
	10 ms
	D
	S
	U
	U
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D

	5
	10 ms
	D
	S
	U
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D

	6
	5 ms
	D
	S
	U
	U
	U
	D
	S
	U
	U
	D


The physical channels of E-UTRA are:

Physical broadcast channel (PBCH)

-
The coded BCH transport block is mapped to four subframes within a 40 ms interval;

-
40 ms timing is blindly detected, i.e. there is no explicit signalling indicating 40 ms timing;

-
Each subframe is assumed to be self-decodable, i.e. the BCH can be decoded from a single reception, assuming sufficiently good channel conditions.

Physical control format indicator channel (PCFICH)

-
Informs the UE and the RN about the number of OFDM symbols used for the PDCCHs;

-
Transmitted in every downlink or special subframe.

Physical downlink control channel (PDCCH)

-
Informs the UE and the RN about the resource allocation of PCH and DL-SCH, and Hybrid ARQ information related to DL-SCH;

-
Carries the uplink scheduling grant.
Enhanced physical downlink control channel (EPDCCH)

-
Informs the UE about the resource allocation of DL-SCH and Hybrid ARQ information related to DL-SCH;
-
Carries the uplink scheduling grant.
Physical Hybrid ARQ Indicator Channel (PHICH)

-
Carries Hybrid ARQ ACK/NAKs in response to uplink transmissions.

Physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH)

-
Carries the DL-SCH and PCH.
Physical multicast channel (PMCH)

-
Carries the MCH.

Physical uplink control channel (PUCCH)

-
Carries Hybrid ARQ ACK/NAKs in response to downlink transmission;

-
Carries Scheduling Request (SR);

-
Carries CQI reports.

Physical uplink shared channel (PUSCH)

-
Carries the UL-SCH.

Physical random access channel (PRACH)

-
Carries the random access preamble.

Relay physical downlink control channel (R-PDCCH)

-
Informs the RN about the resource allocation of DL-SCH, and Hybrid ARQ information related to DL-SCH;

-
Carries the uplink scheduling grant.
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