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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 has discussed the interaction between the subfeatures 2nd DRX cycle in CELL_FACH and fallback to PRACH R99. RAN2 has concluded that:

a) When the NW requests the UE to fallback i.e. the UE is requested to transmit on PRACH R99 instead of E-DCH in CELL_FACH, the UE shall exit the DRX cycle and continuously monitor the HS-DSCH when the UE receives and ACK on the AICH which would allow the UE to transmit on PRACH.

b) The UE starts the “Inactivity Timer” when the PRACH transmission has been completed.

The RNC will know the UE identity when the PRACH message is received; however, the Node-B does not know the UE identity of the UE which transmitted on PRACH. This results in that the Node-B does not know that the UE exited the DRX cycle and that it started the inactivity timer. Then, the Node-B and UE may have a mismatch in the DRX status which may delay DL transmissions. As a consequence, RLC timers and other RRC timers may expire at the UE side which would trigger re-transmissions in the UE side and may also trigger them in the network side. This is especially harmful for signaling as it may cause a considerable delay, for example, the call setup procedure.
2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
RAN2 asks RAN3 group to investigate and introduce a solution for the issue described above.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG2 Meetings:

TSG-RAN-WG2 Meeting #80 
12th – 16th Novemeber 2012
New Orleans, US.

TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #81 
28th January – 1st February 2013
Malta

