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1. Overall Description:

The maximum E-UTRA operating band number was defined to be 64 in release 8. FDD band number is from 1 to 32 and TDD band number is from 33 to 64. RAN4 have already defined 28 FDD bands and 12 TDD bands. In addition, several new band work items are on-going or to be set up. The remaining band numbers are not enough for E-UTRA rapid expansion in the near future. Furthermore, more frequency bands are expected to be allocated to International Mobile Telecommunications (IMT) in WRC-15 (World Radiocommunication Conference 2015). Therefore, it’s proposed to extend the operating band number to 128 from release 11. The EARFCN numbering space also needs to be extended. 
2. Actions:
To RAN2:

RAN4 kindly asks RAN2 to consider the above conclusions and study the signalling to extend E-UTRA operating band number as well as related EARFCN numbering space. 
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