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Introduction
With regard to TAT handling, the following was agreed at the RAN2#75bis meeting;
An SCell-only TAT should not be running when the last SCell of the group is removed from the TAT group. It is FFS whether this will be achieved by deconfiguring the timer or by explicitly stopping it when the SCell is removed from the group.

In this document, we discuss the FFS issue above.[image: image2.png]



Discussion
Provided that all the SCells in SCell-only TA group are removed, the TAT configuration for the TA group could be handled in two different ways:

· Alt.1: the TAT configuration for the TA group uses the separate IE from the Scell configuration IE. So, it is maintained if there is no Scell in the TA group.

· Alt.2: the TAT configuration for the TA group is included in the Scell configuration IE. So, it is released when the last Scell in the TA group is removed. .

It seems that the main benefit of Alt.1 is to reduce the number of bits of RRC signalling for the addition of the Scell because the TAT configuration could be reused later. 
However, the benefit of Alt.1 seems not significant since the current the size of TimeAlignmentTimer is negligibly small, i.e., 3 bits long.
Furthermore, for the eNB side, Alt.1 would give additional complexity because for future use, the eNB may need to keep the trace of the TAT configuration of the TA group not being used. Also, for the UE side, Alt.1 would require to specify the additional UE action when the last SCell is removed while the TAT configuration of the TA group remains so that the TAT of the TA group can be stopped according to the agreement above.
Base on the observation, it is, therefore, proposed that for simplicity, SCell-only TAT configuration is released when all the SCells of sTAG are removed.
Proposal: SCell TAT configuration is released upon the removal of all the SCells of SCell TA group.
Conclusion
In this contribution, we showed two alternatives on handling of the TAT configuration of the Scell-only TA group. It is concluded that: 
Proposal: SCell TAT configuration is released upon the removal of all the SCells of SCell TA group.
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