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1. Overall Description

GERAN2 would like to thank RAN2 for their LS, and would like to provide the following answers to the questions contained in the LS.

Q1: Does GERAN see a use case for supporting a PS handover with signalling connection only?
The only use case that GERAN2 could envisage is when only a signalling connection is handed over from GERAN to UTRAN to reduce the size of the handover message (and hence its transmission time) on the GERAN side; the user/data radio bearers can then be established when the mobile has been successfully handed over to UTRAN. This is however a theoretical case, which GERAN2 does not expect to be used in practice.

Apart from the scenario described above, GERAN2 could not devise any further use cases.
Q2: Is there a serious size limitation for PS handover from GERAN to UTRAN? Does GERAN think that RAN2 should define a new default configuration for PS data radio bearers?
GERAN2 believes that it is outside of its scope to decide whether a new default configuration for PS data radio bearers is needed, and will leave this decision to RAN2. The decision as to whether a new default configuration should be defined may be dependent on the maximum message size foreseen for the handover message.
An estimation of the time required to transmit the handover message in GERAN has been provided by GERAN2 in a previous communication (see the LS in GP-091074).

While it is true that in general PS handover is less time critical than CS handover, for PS conversational services it may be desirable to reduce the interruption time as much as possible.

2. Actions
To RAN WG2
GERAN2 kindly asks RAN2 to take into account the information provided in this LS.
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